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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
A Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Why God Blesses Southern 
Baptist Sunday Schools 


By G. S. Dobbins, D.D. 


Professor Religious Education and Church Administration. Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky 


Fruitage—this is the ultimate 
test of men and of movements, of 
individuals, and of institutions. 

Applied to our Southern Baptist 
Sunday Schools, as répresented by 
men, methods, and results, what 
does this acid test reveal? Boast- 
ing is excluded, for after all re- 
turns are in we must humbly 
acknowledge that, relative to op- 
portunity and responsibility, we 
are “unprofitable servants.” Yet 
we who face the beginning of a 
second century in the light of the 
achievements of the century just 
past are bound to thank God and 
take courage. 


What are the fruits that validate 
our Sunday Schools as being God- 
given? 


1. Unswerving Devotion to 
the Bible 


About fifty years ago the testing 
time came. Should the Sunday 
School put the Bible at the center 
or in the circumference? South- 
ern Baptists unhesitatingly chose 
to be “the people of the Book.” 
And our Sunday Schools un- 
equivocally committed themselves 
to a Bible-centered lesson system. 
Others who departed from this 
course have suffered disaster. We 
thank God that we have been led 
to build on the rock foundation of 
revealed truth and that today we 
stand unshaken in a chaotic world. 
We rejoice in this fruit. 


Who Cares If a Sinner 


Goes To Hell? 


By Evangelist Joe Henry Hankins, D.D. 


(Sermon preached Sunday night, February 10, 1946, Central Baptist Church, Chicago. Steno- 
graphically reported for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


Second Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 


should come to repentance.” 


Ezekial 33:11, “As I live, saith the Lord God, I have ’no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked’turn 
from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; 


for why will ye die .. .?” 


. 


Revelation 22:17, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come, 
And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of 


athirst come. 
life freely.” 


Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
John 6:37, “. ... him that cometh to me I will in nowise cast 


out.” 


Luke 15:10, “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 


And let him that is 


2. Unashamed Loyalty to 
Christ 

Again the issue was sharply 
faced a half century ago — was 
Christ to be viewed as a great 
teacher and leader of men, or the 
unique Son of God and only 
Saviour? The former view was 
pressed with vigor. Its propo- 
nents sought to put it into their 
Sunday School literature. South- 
ern Baptists would have none of 
it. Without apology they exalted 
Christ as virgin-born, sinless in 
character, possessing divine na- 
ture and authority, atoning for sin 
in His death, arising for the justi- 
fication of all who believe, made 


(Continued on page 3) 
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presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 
Luke 16:27-28, “I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 


wouldest send him to my father’s house: For I have five) 
brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come | 


into this place of torment.” 

I have taken so many texts to- 
night to give you some idea of the 
persistence of the call of God and 
the longing of the heart of God 
for the salvation of lost men ev- 
erywhere. Throughout the Bible, 
beginning the very day that man 
sinned until the last chapter of 
Revelation, the call of God rings 
to a lost world as He pleads with 
men, as He calls, as He warns, as 
He invites lost men to return to 
God and be saved from their sins. 
From the day that Adam and Eve 
sinned, God has been seeking 


| makes the first move in the salva- 
tion of every soul that is ever 
saved. For we are told in the 
Scripture that “there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh.after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are to- 
gether become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not 
one” (Rom. 3:11-12). Thank God 
for a loving, for a compassionate, 
for a seeking God! When Jesus 
came, He announced everywhere, 
“The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” 


Oh. For A Passion 


By Evangelist Rolfe Barnard 


(Preached in Union meeting, Boise, Idaho. Stenographically reported.) 


(Luke 19:10). 
Some people think that God is 


too good to send a person to Hell. 
My friend, God is good. But if 


for Souls! 


those who are lost. It is God who. 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 


any one of you goes to Hell, it will 
not be God’s fault. You will go 
to Hell in spite of all God can do. 
You will go to Hell over the love 
of God, over the pleadings of God, 
over the warnings of God, over 
the wooing of the Holy Spirit. 
You will go to Hell over the Word 
of God. You will go to Hell over 
the cross of Calvary. You will go 
to Hell over the pleadings of 
friends and loved ones, over the 
preaching of the gospel, over the 
prayers of mother and father, over 
the ministry of the church of the 
(Continued on page 7) 


“I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bear- 
ing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness 
and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that my- 
self were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh.”—Romans 9:1-3. 


I believe that the greatest single | 


went about his work with great 
heaviness and continual sorrow. 
Oh, for a heart like that! 

I suppose Paul would be a mis- 


(Continued on page 2) 


REGISTER NOW FOR SECOND 
GREAT CONFERENCE ON EVAN- 
GELISM, WINONA LAKE, IND., 


understaking God ever engaged 
in was and is the keeping of souls 
out of Hell. I believe the greatest 
business anybody ever engaged in 
is the investment of one’s life in 
cooperating with God in this task. 
I would rather be a humble 
preacher of the gospel, God’s good 
news to dying men, than a Tru 
man, or a Churchill, or a Stalin. 
Tt is a bigger job. A follower of 
Jesus need never worry about se- 
curing a big job. He has it now. 
But we must have a heart that 
beats, as did that of Paul, for the 
souls of men. We must bleed for 
men if we would rescue them. 


How the language of our text 
rebukes us today! I know that as 
an evangelist I am challenged and 
rebuked by these words: ‘a great 
heaviness, a continual sorrow be- 
cause my brethren [in Paul’s case, 
his Jewish brethren; in mine, peo- 
ple all over the land to whom I 
preach and witness] are lost, with 
backs turned to Jesus, the Saviour, 
men who need to be saved.’ 


As I look into my own poor 
heart, as I look into the hearts of 
so many of God’s people up and 
down the land, I do not find a con- 
tinual sorrow, a heaviness of 
heart for the lost around us. Most 
of the time. many of us are not 
greatly burdened because men are 
lost. God pity us! We do not 
lose much sleep, nor shed many 
tears for our ‘brethren.’ I get the 
blues almost every time I hear 
God’s people testify. I hear much 
the phrase, “Jesus saves and sat- 
isfies.” I hear God’s people tell 
how glad they. are that they are 
saved. But so little do I hear of 
a heart longing for the souls of 
others. Wherever I go to conduct 


a campaign, I must listen to people} 


telling God they want a burden, 


asking Him to give them a bur-/ 


den. That is my cry also. But 
Paul had a burden, not some of 
the time, not for two weeks of 
revival, but all the time. Night 
and day, week in and week out, 
in season and out of season, he 
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JULY 7th TO 10th 


HEAR AMERICA’S GREATEST EVANGELISTS IN 
AN 8-DAY CONFERENCE ON EVANGELISM 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Conference Director and 
Associate Editor 


Once again it is time to make — 
preparations for another great requested reservations for the con- 
conference on evangelism. This | ference, 
time it is the second annual con- 
ference on evangelism which is to 
be held at Winona Lake, Indiana, 
from July 7 to 14. | 

Once again, God in His mercy is 
privileging The Sword of the Lord 
to sponsor a great conference in 
the interest of promoting evange- 
lism on a national and interna- 
tional scale. During the months 
that have passed since last year’s 
conference at Winona Lake, we 
have had actually hundreds of 
people tell us of their desire to at- 
tend the conference this year, and 
already a number of people have 


Many Reservations Had to Be 
Turned Down Last Year 


Of course, this was not by 
choice, but rather, was by force 
of necessity. Several days before 
the conference had gotten under 
way it was necessary for us to 
turn down reservations which 
came by mail, and many of those 
who sent in their reservations late 
were unable to be adequately 
cared for. Some had to be taken 
care of in tourist camps and 
homes around the conference 


Continued on page 4 
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OH! FOR A PASSION 
FOR SOULS! 


(Continued from Page 1.) 

fit now. Perhaps many: churches 
today would not call Paul as pas- 
tor. He would not be good with 
the “young people.” He would not 
be a good mixer. He would be a 
poor organizer. He would not 
smile enough. After all, Christians 
are to be happy, aren’t they? But 
Jesus was a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. Paul had 
a heavy heart, a sorrow that never 
left him. He went about ‘crying’ 
all the time; “with tears.” But 
we must be happy, we think. I 
tell you, Christians are to “suffer 
with him.” Christians have the 
weight of a lost world on their 
hearts. Let us be done with the 
emasculated, effeminate, watered- 
down Christianity of today, and 
let us go back to our divine and 
human patterns, Jesus and Paul. 
And I suggest that we stay there 
until we are mastered by their 
passion. Under God, your need 
and my need is a passion for the 
souls of lost men. 

More than anything else, I want 
a heart passion for souls. For more 
than eighteen years I have had a 
continuous fight in my own heart. 
I know that I can preach on popu- 
lar and speculative subjects and 
draw better crowds. But I want 
souls. I must stick to the gospel. 
The gospel is not popular today, 
but it is the only message that | 
will do a lost sinner any good. 
Crowds or no crowds, it is only the 
gospel that is the “power of God | 
unto salvation.” 

Prophecy has a message for the 
saved, but it is the gospel that 
must be preached to the lost. 
When, where, and by whom 
World War III will be fought is 
interesting material and has its 
place, but it has no saving mes- 
sage for a sinner. I want to stick 
to the gospel. I want to cry over 
the lost as Jesus did. I want a 
heavy heart like Paul had. 

Oh, my friends, do you long 
for the salvation of souls? I pour 
out my soul to you now. Will you 
go all out for souls in these days? 
Must I beg you? Must I scold 
you? You say you love my Sa- 
viourf you say you believe there 
is a Hell awaiting the lost. Can 
God’s Holy Spirit melt the icicles 
from your hearts and replace 
them with a red hot flame? Oh, 
for a burden! I say that we can 
have souls here without this fine 
orchestra, without this splendid 
choir, without great preaching, 
but we can’t have a revival with- 
out hearts that long for and bleed 
for souls. God give us a heavy 
heart that will not rest without 
precious souls! 


It will help us as we face our 
barren hearts and our common 
task to consider four truths. 


I. We Are to Win Souls to 
Jesus 


How I wish I could hammer 
It 
is heart-breakingly true that the 
devil has had a field day here. 
Multitudes have given up in de- 
Many seem to say, 
“Others are to win souls, but not 
We are not to try to win men; 
we are to win them. We are not 
to want to win men: we are to 
win them. We are to get results. 
We are not to salve our con- 
we 


this truth home to your hearts! 


feat here. 


| Res 


sciences by excuses or alibis; 
are to bring home the bacon. 


Jesus never anticipated any- 
thing short of this. When He gave 
the Great Commission, He said, 
‘get results.’ Listen to His words: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all 
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| fishers of men” 
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nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; [you 
see some will believe if we go 
and teach] Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have 


commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world” (Matt. 28:19- 


20). You see we can win men 
right up to the second before 
Jesus comes to bring this gospel 
age of grace to a close. 

Somebody says, “But preacher, 
we are in the last days. We need 
not expect to win souls now.” But 
who said so? Not Jesus. He said 
that until the end of the age we 
are tm baptize and teach people 
who get saved. He said He would 
be with us all along the way until 
the whistle blows. 

Someone else says, “But preach- 
er, what about Noah? He was 
faithful but he did not get con4 
verts.” I answer, we will never 
have such an experience. Jesus 
has promised us results. If you 
doubt it, read the Great Commis- 
sion again. 


The simple truth of the matter 
is that in this age anybody who'| 
will follow Jesus can and will win | 
souls. Listen to Jesus as He says, 
“Follow me, and I will make you | 
(Matt. 4:19). The 
| better rendering is, “T will make 
you to catch men.” If I will fol- 


low Jesus, He will fix it so I can’ 


catch men. 


Hear me beloved: 
be content with trying; we must 
catch men. If we do not win 
souls, we are not following Jesus 
as we ought and can. May God 
help us to honestly face this fact. 
We are to win souls to Jesus. 

Again it will help us as we face 
our need of a passion for souls not 
only to face our task that cannot 
be evaded, but also to note that 
we have been provided a 


Il. Human Pattern 


The apostle Paul is our human 
pattern. We are to be like Paul. 
This truth is set before us as fol- 
lows: “Howbeit for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to 
them which should hereafter be- 
lieve on him to life everlasting” 
(I Tim. 1:16). 

As the seamstress uses a pattern 
in the making of a dress, just so 
we are to pattern our lives after 
that of Paul. Listen to him as he 
says, “Give none offence, neither 
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the church of God: Even 
as I please all men in all things, 
not seeking mine own profit, but 
the profit of many, that they may 
be saved. Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ” (I 
Cor. 10-32-33; 11:1). There you 
have it. Somebody says, “Jesus 
is our example. But since He was 
sinless and I am sinful, I can’t 
make it so I will not worry.” Of 
course none of us can truthfully 
say we do not follow haltingly in 
His steps. But we can follow 
Paul. We can set our sails to fol- 
low Paul as he followed Christ. 
We can pattern our lives after his. 
When we honestly set out to do 
this, we will come face to face 
with our text again. Paul-had a 
heavy heart, and a continual sor- 
row. We are to press on until we 
can say the truth in Christ, our 
consciences bearing witness in the 
Holy Ghost, that we want people 
saved too. I press the point here. 
We are not to be satisfied with 
less. We are to have a passion as 
Paul did. We have a divinely 
given pattern. We are not to try 
to be like others around us; we 
are to be like our pattern, the 


ee — 


we must not 


great apostle. 


500 TRACTS 


Let me illustrate. Last sum- 
mer I heard the great Jewish 
evangelist, Hyman Appelman, 
preach on the Blood of Jesus. His 
face was stained with tears as he 
poured out his soul to the hearers. 
My own heart broke again as I 
listened to his great message. I 
thought of how he gives himself 
to the task of winning souls: I 
wished I eould preach like he can 
and win as many souls as he does. 
But I was wrong. He is not the 
one I am to pattern after. God 
wants me, God wants you to be 
like Paul. I am to follow Paul as 
a human example. 

What a challenge to all of our 
hearts! I say revival would come 
should God’s preachers and God’s 
people set themselves to follow 
after our pattern in the matter of 
passion for souls. 

Hear him say again, “I could 
wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh” 
(Rom. 9:3). What do you wish for 
them, Paul? Why the heavy heart? 
Why this almost blasphemous 
wish? Paul answers back, “Breth- 
ren, my heart’s desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved” (Rom. 10:1). 


men from going to their own place. 
Sin must be punished. All sin 
must be punished. Hell is a place 
where God punishes men for their 
sins. Men who ought to go to 
Hell to pay for their sins need to 
be saved. 


Years ago I was in a cold, for- 
mal church in a northern city. 
God began to bless and some of 
God’s people began to go out.after 
the lost. One Thursday night as 
I was preaching, a young woman 
in the back of the house began to 
weep, and when the invitation was 
given she came weeping her way 
to the front. She sobbed and 
sobbed for some time. (Now you 
do not have to cry to be saved, but 
I surely do like to see people cry 
about their sins. I like to see 


.people so sorry for their sins and 


so afraid they will go to Hell that 
they are anxious for a Saviour. 
Will you believe it; you can pray 
and cry from now until Jesus 
comes, but you will never be 
saved until you put your trust in 
the shed blood of Jesus. And this 
young woman did just that. She 
did not get saved by crying. She 
got saved by trusting Christ.) 


woman began to weep and then 
to sob uncontrollably. Soon her 
sobbing made it impossible for my 
message to be heard. I stopped 
and went back in the audience to 
seek to help her in her grief. Upon 
hearing her story, I brought her 
down to the platform. I had her 
roll up her sleeves and pull down 
her dress a little to reveal her 
arms and back, literally one great 
mass of quivering, beaten flesh. 
Then she sobbed out her experi- 
ence. Listen to this: “I went back 
home Thursday night after I was 
saved. Mother, dad, my brother 
and sister were sitting in the par- 
lor. I was so happy, I burst out, 
‘Oh, mother, guess what? I got 
saved tonight!’ 

“My father stood up and said, 
‘What was that you said.’ 

“IT repeated, ‘I gave myself to 
Jesus tonight and He saved me. 
He is in here’ (pointing to her 
heart.) 

“‘Do you mean to tell me that 
you attended service in that Bap- 
tist church down town?’ 

“*Yes, I did.’ 


“He went and got a black snake 


‘They are religious but lost. They 
are zealous but ignorant. Their 
poor self-righteousness is not 
enough. They need God’s right- 
eousness through the Saviour 
they have rejected. I want them 
saved.’ 

If then we shall honestly set 
ourselves to be as our pattern, we} 
‘shall come as never before to see | 


and believe that 


Ill. Men Really Need to Be 
Saved 

Oh, think of the multitudes like 
Paul’s Jewish brethren who are 
religious but lost. Think of the 
millions who have heard the gos- 
pel but still need to be saved. 
They need to be saved from the 
awful, eternal penalty of sin. My 
friends, in spite of all our evasions, 
in spite of all our unbelief, in 
spite of all effort to read it out of 
the Bible, the fact still remains 
that eternal death is still the 
wages of sin. Men are going to 
Hell by choice. Jesus said, “For 
God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through Him might 
be saved. He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. And this is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds 
(John 3:17-19). 

As a boy in Alabama, 
the things I always did 


and turn stones over. 
lain in one position all during the 
winter. 


scamper away to find another dark 
place. 
They liked a dark place. 
men act. Bring to them the light 
of the gospel and so many start 
running for a closet. Why? Be- 
cause the light shows up their evil 
deeds. 
than light. Men choose sin in- 
stead of salvation. They need a 
new heart. They need to be saved. 

Again men are going to Hell be- 
cause they ought. “Judas by 
transgression fell that he might 
go to his own place.” Judas went 
to Hell because he ought to have 
gone to Hell. Everybody who goes 
to Hell does so because he ought 
to go. Only the salvation of God 
through Jesus Christ can prevent 


a 


ven ” In a little while the young 


were evil” | 


one of | 
in the) 
spring was to go out in the hills 
They had | 


As soon as I turned over | 
a stone, the black bugs that had 
been hiding under the stone would | 


They did not like the sun. | 
So do} 


Men love darkness rather | 


The Sacred Music 


Foundation 
is pleased to announce 
“The Christian Soloist” 


A new publication of beau- 
tiful sacred songs for the low 


voice soloist. Attractively 
bound, it is an excellent gift 
for your friends. Price 50 
cents. 
New address 
Music Foundation 
101 W. 58th 


Street 
Seattle 7, Washington 


whip and whipped me until I fell 
unconscious on the floor. I do not 
know how long I lay there. Then 
I was aroused by sharp pains. My 
mother was kicking me. - My 
brother came and spat in my face. 
My sister cursed me. Then my 
father commanded me to get up 
and I did. I held on to a chair, 
too weak to stand alone. My 
(Continued on page 6) 


The next night she was not at the 
service, nor the next. I said to 
the pastor, “I feel something is 
wrong. We must find this girl 
and see what the trouble is.” 
However, Sunday morning she 
was back ifm the service. I preach- 
ed that morning on the subject, 
“Hell, the Eternal Doom of the 
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Sword Book Club 


Offers Great 


Books and Special Premiums 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, 


It has been quite some time 
since we have told the readers of 
The Sword of the Lord about the 
progress of the Sword Book Club, 
but we are so pleased with its 
progress thus far, and with the 
unusual works that have been of- 
fered to its members, that we 
want to take this time to tell you 
about them. 


Recent Outstanding 
Selections 
During recent months we have 
been privileged to offer some 
truly outstanding books as our 
monthly selections. We believe 


that four of them are worthy of | 


special mention and emphasis. 
Therefore Stand 

First, our October selection was 
Therefore Stand, by Wilbur M. 
Smith. Practically all evangelical 
Christian leaders are agreed that 
this is one of the greatest books 
presented in our generation, and 
perhaps, in any generation. It is 
an epochal volume and by all 
odds, the most effective compen- 
dium of antichristian error yet 
published. As Dr. Hyman .J. Ap- 


pelman saiti in his review of the | 


book: 


down in time as one of the class- 
ics of religious literature. It is 
perhaps a trifle too heavy for the 
average reader, but it is absolute- 
ly and unqualifiedly essential for 
reading and study by anyone who 
is engaged in definite, active, re- 
ligious work, especially those who 
come in contact with the Mores 
of a gainsaying world.” 

This great book received a tre- 
mendous response which 
frankly beyond our very best ex- 
pectations which pleased us very 


ee 


Director and Associate Editor 


rm 


tains a very high literary stand- 
ard, has received an unusually 
fine response. Of this Dr. Lee says: 

“This is something unique in 
literary achievement and excel- 
lence. To review it from. the 
standpoint of a thrilling, gripping 
detective story, I. gladly say I 
have never read one that held my 


interest more keenly. -And the 


wonderful spiritual atmosphere— 
maintained in the midst of the de- 


'tective story—is almost unbeliev- 


able. I give this book high place 
among fiction books. Along with 
the facts it makes us ponder is 
what our condition would be if 


| Jesus had not risen from the 
dead.” 
Dr. Hyman Appelman said: 


“Here is a fictioh book of the first 
caliber. It is clean, clear, intense- 
ly interesting. The plot is extra- 
ordinary in its suspense. The love 
story motif running through the 
book is of the choicest order. 
There is a religious angle in the 
book that is bound to be a source 
of inspiration to all who read it.” 


Three Great Goforth Books 


Our February sélection was a 


“The book will undoubtedly go| triple feature of three great Go- | 


‘forth books: “By My Spirit,” by | 


Jonathan Goforth: How I Know 


God Answers Prayer and Climb- | 


ing, by Rosalind Goforth. Because 
of the tremendous popularity of 
Goforth of China which was of- 
fered several months ago, these 
three outstanding books were 
selected. They are truly classics 


‘in their field, and we have been 


particularly happy to be able to 


was | present them to the members of 


‘our Club. 


Speaking of the three 
books in one review, Dr. Hyman 


third 


If you haven’t had the privilege 
of securing these books and read- 
ing them, you have been missing 
a great treat, and if at all pos- 
sible, you should avail yourself of 
this opportunity to get some of 
the copies that are still on hand. 
Other Great Books Given 
Free 

We feel that we have just rea- 
son to be proud, not only of the 
great monthly selections, but of 
the free books which are offered 
to those who become members of 
the Sword Book Club. For in- 
stance, we offer a premium book 
to every new member of the Club. 
This premium may be selected 
from four books which we have 
featured for this purpose. First, 
there is America’s best seller on 
prayer by Dr. John R. Rice, Pray- 
er, Asking and Receiving, which 
has received such unusual acclaim 
throughout the religious world, 
and which has been the most pop- 
ular of all of the premiums offer- 
ed thus far. 

The second most popular pre- 
mium has been The Coming King- 
dom of Christ, by Dr. John R. 
Rice, and recently we have been 
offering, What’s the Answer? by 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, and The 
Theory of Evolution and the Facts 
of Science, by Dr. Harry Rimmer, 
both of which are becoming ex- 
tremely popular. These premium 
books are not second-rate books 
or “has been’s,” but are current 
best sellers of outstanding value. 

It is the policy of the Sword 


300k Club to give a free book | 
fourth | 


dividend with every 
monthly selection purchased. The 
first dividend book was the very 


‘popular book of evangelistic ser- 


mons entitled Revival Appeals, by 
Dr. Rice. The second was The 
Bible: It’s Christ and Modernism, 
By Dr. T. J. McCrossan, and the 
is In the Twinkling of an 
Eye, by Sydney Watson. These 
three books are amazingly popu- 


lar; they are best sellers, and they 


present a message which is need- 
ed in our time. We feel we have 
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Why God Blesses 


Se 


Southern 


Baptist Sunday Schools 


(Continued from Page 1.) 


known in His living presence and 
power by the Holy Spirit, coming 
again visibly in due time, able to 
Save unto the uttermost all who 
come to God through Him. Search 
our Sunday School literature for 
the past hundred years and you 
will scarcely find a syllable in con- 
tradiction of these eternal truths 
regarding Christ. As a result, God 
has honored and is honoring our 
witness. We rejoice in this fruit. 


3. Unfeigned Love of Souls” 


What is the measure of supreme 
value? Many answers have been 
given by many men. Some have 
said education, or science, or so- 
cial service, or human welfare, or 
the state. Southern Baptists have 
said the soul. Go into almost any 
of our churches, bring together the 
Sunday School officers and teach- 
ers and ask them, “What is your 
supreme aim?” and practically 
without exception they will reply, 
“Soul-winning.” All else is means 
to this high end. Not a textbook 
or a printed help ever put out by 
the Sunday School. Board has 
cheapened or weakened this con- 
viction. As a result, Southern 
Baptists head the list of Christian 
bodies in evangelistic zeal and re- 
sults. _For this fruit we rejoice. 


4. Vital Doctrinal Unity 


With many in recent decades 
the desire for Christian unity has 
been a passion approaching an ob- 
session. No Christian body is 
more committed to essential “unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
than Southern Baptists. But 
steadfastly we have held that this 
unity must be vital and voluntary, 
not mechanical and enforced. Such 
unity stems from a common faith, 


our distinctive genius. We could 
not be true to our mission and 
message if we did not seek al- 
ways to devise and utilize practi- 
cal methods for spiritual ends. 

Modestly we can claim that no 
modern Christian body has sur- 
passed or even equaled us in our 
science of enlargement, in our 
plans of organization and admin- 
istration, in our use of the Sunday 
School for the purpose of the 
church, in our records and Stand- 
ards, in our program of leader- 
ship training, in our Southwide 
and statewide work of promotion 
and extension. For this fruit we 
thank God. 


6. Co-operation in Obedience 


to Christ’s Commission 


Co-operation is a great Christian 
word. “We are workers together,” 
declares Paul. But what shall be 
the basis of our co-operation? Sen- 
timent, expediency, human wis- 
dom? Southern Baptists have 
built together on one foundation— 
the commission of Christ to go, to 
make disciples, to baptize believ- 
ers, and to teach and train them 
to go—and so in ever-enlarging 
circles “from Jerusalem unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 


Not always have we been true 
to this Commission; but the meas- 
ure of our loyalty has been large- 
ly determined by what we have 
put into the minds and hearts of 
our people through our Sunday 
Schools. The antimissionary spir- 
it, as a result, has almost disap- 
peared, and we are proud to call 
ourselves “Missionary Baptists.” 
This is rich fruit which should in- 
crease. 


7. Success That Denotes 
Divine Approval 


greatly. ‘| J. Appelman said: 


‘ ' | “& trilogy of superlative, juicy 
Miracles of Science ‘books, on and about the lives of 
Then our November selection | God's great couple, Dr. and Mrs. 
was Miracles of Science, by Dr. 


Jonathan Goforth of China. 
Arthur I. Brown. This is a fasci- | Thrilling experiences, tremendous 
nating book containing forty lec- 


testings, telling testimonies, crowd 
tures on scientific matter, show- 


‘all three volumes. There is not a 
ing the absurdity of the evolu-| dull page, a slow word. Here are 
tionary hope and giving the read-|monuments to the mighty work- 
er sound, foundational truth to 


ings of the Holy Spirit. Here are 
rest upon in these days of apo-| tonics for fainting hearts, for fal- 


a common experience, a common) 
obedience, and not from compro- 
mise and coercion. 


just cause to be proud of them. 
The overwhelming, enthusiastic 
response coming from those who | 
have received them as gift divi- | Lacking any sort of ecclesiasti- 
dends seem to be ample reason to cal overlordship, we have achiev- 
justify our pride. eda spiritual unity that binds us! our curve of growth has been 
‘Several Special Advantages together with strong and sure! steadily upward, with the future 
of Belonging to the Sword) bonds. Who can doubt that this! a; bright as the promises of God. 
Book Club mas been Grougnt Spout in tatge We leave to others the statistics 

All members of the Sword Book ; measure by the consistent sound- They constitute, for the essndivnd 


Club enjoy several very special | mess of doctrinal teaching in our oor 
: , ars of r . 
| Sunday Schools? This fruit makes | ¥°#7S °f Our organic history, on¢ 


Other Christian bodies, during 
e past quarter century, have 
shown lamentable declines in Sun- 
day/School enrollment. For this 
we grieve. Yet we praise God that i 


« Stasy and unbelief. Of this book | tering steps. Here are coals from advantages: ' ,of the most thrilling chapters of 

= Dr. Robert G. Lee said in his re-| off the altar of God to set cream- 1. os monthly News abso- | us glad, Christian conquest. From a third 
view: |ing souls ablaze for God and man. utely free. ‘4 Bey neti . , of a million we have come to be | 
“Many books have I read re-|Buy them! Read them! Pass them The Sword Book Club News 1s | 6! Bee or — sot ‘almost six million. Surely the | 
cently in my life; and I have been | on to others! The pastor, the evan- sent absolutely free to each _ mem- | Pua Snes | good hand of our God has been i 
enraptured as I read some of/|gelist, the missionary, the Chris- ber of the Club monthly. At pres-| Methods follow basic ideals and | upon us to give us success. In this F 
them. But Miracles of Science by | tian worker—all Christians should ent thig is a six-page attractively | purposes. If the objectives and) fruit we exult as we set our hope a 


printed folder describing the forth- | philosophy of an enterprise are 
coming monthly selection, giving | unsound, the methods will inevit- 
information concerning the author, | ably go wrong. Southern Baptists ek Shee okie. 
and containing reviews from rep-| have very simply sought to match 

resentative members of our Board | their doctrines and ends with ap- | (From Tue SunNDAY SCHOOL 
of Judges, as well as information! propriate means. Our Sunday| Bumper, used by permission of 
about other outstanding and trust-| School methods have many ele-| the publisher, the Baptist Sunday 
worthy Christian books. This in-/ ments of uniqueness because ofSchool Board.) 

farmation invaluable to all} 
lovers of good books and is an ad- 
vantage enjoyed only by mem- | 
bers of the Sword Book Club. No'| 
other periodical presents such a | 
collection of reviews from so dis- 


will 
for 


read this list. The books 
leave an indelible impression 
God and for good.” 

These three great books were 
offered at a special reduced- 
| price, made possible by having a. 
large number printed in a spe- 
‘cial book club edition. So these 
books which would ordinarily re- | 
convince all who read with the/| tail for $4.00 were offered to our 
indisputable fact of a personal,/members at the special price of 
omnipotent Creator-God and to); $3.00. This was a saving of 25% 
exalt the Person and work of the | to the members of the Sword 
Lord Jesus Christ has been) Book Club. 


Dr. Arthur I. Brown stands out as 
one of the most interesting, in- 
formative, and profitable books I 
have ever read. It is most illus- 
trious among illustrious books. 
You cannot read and think upon 
the truths of this book without 
praise to God being in your heart 
and mouth. Truly its purpose to 


on a tenfold increase, by God's 
grace, at the close of the century 


—— 


LS 


OLD-FASHIONED REVIVAL { 


eer got ghar agua degree in | Fair Samples of Books Regu- ee magus a group of Christian 

this wonaertul DOOK, SP ae 4 5 2aders. 

“Had I only a few dollars in the | larly pea a Our Board 2 No postage or wrapping H () | i 1 lj f\ RT f i R t C () i 1) S 
world, I would be willing to spend | orvudges charges. The Sword Book Club 

all for this book. Had I time to| These four monthly selections makes no extra charge for postage 

read only a few more books in my |comprising six great Christian or wrapping of the books mailed 


lifetime, this would be one I 
would read again and again. This 
is a ‘number one’ book in every 


way.” 
Any book which receives such 
unqualified and complete en- 


dorsement from such a _ distin- 
guished and discriminating judge 
of Christian literature as Dr. Lee 
is a book to be proud of indeed. 


The Mystery of Mar Saba 


Our December selection was the 
famous Christian novel, The Mys- 
tery of Mar Saba, by J. H. Hunter. 
For many months we had been 
trying to make arrangements to 
offer this, which we believe to be 


the greatest Christian novel in re-" 


cent years, but due to paper short- 
ages, printing difficulties, and 
customs delays, we were unable 
to offer it until January. However, 
this very thrilling novel and mys- 
tery story, which is true to the 
Word of God in every respest, and 
which unlike most novels, main- 


books in a variety of fields, in- 
cluding, missions, biography, 
Christian apologetics, mystery 
novel and science, are fair ex- 
amples of the quality of books 
selected each month by our dis- 
tinguished Board of Judges. 

We feel that all men who know 


reservedly declare that each of 
these books should be a part of 
every Christian library. They 
should be in every  pastor’s 
brary, in the library of 
church, Sunday - School, and 
Christian institution. By. all 
means, they should be in every 
Christian home. These are books 
that inform and instruct; that 
challenge and appeal to greater 
Christian service; that build char- 
acter and transform Christian 
lives. These are books about 
which there can be ne question 
concerning their orthodoxy, for 
they are absolutely true to the 


faith and sound in every respect. 


and 


good Christian literature will un- | 
worthy and thoroughly depend- 
| able. Every book submitted to the 
‘Sword Book 
li- | 
every | 


to its members. Sword Book Club 
members pay only the actual re- 
tail price (frequently less), and 
the Club assumes all wrapping 
postage expenses. Over a 
period of a year this amounts to 


a considerable saving for every 
member of the Club. 
3. Books are always _§ trust- 


Club for considera- 
tion is first of all carefully read 
by the Club Director, and if ac- 
ceptable, is then sent to each of 
the members of our Board of 
Judges for their careful consider- 
ation. These distinguished Chris- 
tian leaders write a careful re- 
view of each book and give their 
recommendation for the monthly 
selection. These reviews are then 
published in the Sword Book Club 
News, and sent to the individual 
members of the Club so that they 
can read for themselves the opin- 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD: 


Friday, March 8, 1946 


“THE BIBLE—_ 
It's Christ and Modernism” 


A Great Book, By T. J. McCrossan, B.A., B.D. 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
have reprinted the magnificeni 
defense of the Bible and exposurt 
of modernism mentioned in the 
headlines. The late Professor 
Leander S. Keyser, D.D., said: “If 
ever modernism has received a 
crushing blow, it has received it 
in this book. Get it and ponder it 
well.” Rev. McCrossan has a rich 


background of preparation to 
write this remarkable book. He 
was once instructor in Greek in 


the Manitoba University; was ex- 
aminer in Greek and Hebrew for 
the Presbytery of Minneapolis for 
eighteen years, and pastor of The 
Oliver Presbyterian Church of 
Minneapolis. He writes with 
scholarship and authority. Every- 
thing he says is readable, strik- 
ingly interesting. Yet he uses so 
many Scriptures, plainly ex- 
pounded, relates’ so many facts, 
that his argument is unanswer- 
able. By all odds every minister, 
every Bible teacher, even every 
Christion home ought to .have this 
ere. book. 
What the Book Contains 

The book has six divisions, but 
the table of contents is too long 
to quote here. However, as a sam- 
ple let me give Division I, reasons 
why we know the Bible is inspired 
of God: 

“Reason 1. The marvelous 
prophecies of the Bible, which 
have been fulfilled to the very 
letter, prove it to be inspired of 
God. 

“Reason 2. The moral and spir- 
itual teachings of the Bible prove 
it to be inspired of God. 

“Reason 3. The great scientific 
truths set forth in the Bible, 
truths unknown to mankind un- 
til hundreds of years later, pro- 
claim it inspired of God. 

teason 4. The many historical 
facts of the Bible which have 
been denied by Modernists, and 
only recently authenticated by 
archeology, proclaim the Bible 
God’s own book. No archeological 
find has yet proven any Bible 
statement to be false. Sir William 
Ramsay’s definition of a modern- 
ist. 
“Reason 5. We know the Bible 

God’s own book, because it 
alone can transform character.” 

Division II gives five great rea- 
sons why the Lord Jesus Christ 
ought to be our highest and final 
authority on every subject on 

hich He has declared Himself. 

‘ivision III gives six great 
iings of our Lord Jesus Christ 
w.ich modernists deny including 
the direct creation of men versus 
evolution, the virgin birth, the 
ohysical resurrection of Christ, 
Hell and eternal punishment, re- 
generation versus mere morality 
and the second coming of Christ. 
You will be surprised at the 
wealth of scientific and Scriptural 
material answering the modern- 
sts here. 

In Division IV Mr. McCrossan 
gives the five chief reasons why 
modernists dare to criticize the 
Bible and answer them con- 
tlusively. 

Division V tells how the Bible 
estimates -modernists and how 
Christians should treat them. 
Division VI gives words of ad- 
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is 


vice to Christian parents whose 
children have lost faith in the 
Bible as God’s book through mod- 
ernism and to all conscientious 
modernists. 

The book ought to be read and 
studied again and again. 

What Reviewers Say 

ROBERT G. LEE, D.D., LL.D., 
Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tennessee, says: “With 
keen and discerning eyes the au- 
thor has seen the evil and error 
of modernism and with mighty 
pen he has arraigned it and found 
it guilty before the judgment seat 
of truth. This book is as a great 
light house to warn the unwary. 
He writes as the Christ who 
wielded the scourge in the tem- 
ple. He writes with wisdom that 
stands up against all gain-saying. 
This is a great book—a river, not 
a rill—an ocean, not a pond.” 

H. A. IRONSIDE, D.D., Litt.D., 
Pastor, Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago says: “... it is an ideal 
book to put into the hand of any- 
one who has become infected by 
the sophistry of modernism and 
whose mind is filled with doubts 
as to the inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures. It is so plainly writ- 
ten and so definitely authoritative 
that we unhesitatingly commend 
it as one of the very best works 
on Christian evidences that we 
have ever read.” 

HYMAN J. APPELMAN, D.D., 
Evangelist, Author, of Ft. Worth, 
Texas, says: “This is one of the 
most scholarly, one of the most 
interesting, one of the most read- 
able, one of the most teachable 
books I have ever read in all of 
my life. Its subject is of vast im- 
portance. It would be tremend- 
ously worth while if every Bible 
School, if every religious univer- 
sity and college, if every Semi- 
nary in the land would make this 
book one of its textbooks. It is 
extraordinarily readable, emi- 
nently digestable, an example of 
what can be done in a scholarly 
presentation of this age long con- 
troversial subject. It is not a book 
to be read once then put away. It 
is a reference book, a study book, 
a book for agony, for recitation, 
for ammunition against all ra- 
tionalists, unbelievers, atheists. [| 
feel that I am justified in press- 
ing that every Christian home in 
America ought to have at least 
one copy of this book, that every 
church libary ought to have a half 
dozen copies, that every preacher 
and teacher of the Word ought to 


know it by heart. It is worth a's 


hundred times the price now on it. 
It definitely should be the book- 
of-the-month religious selection.” 

The BIBLE —Its Christ and 
Modernism has 215 pages. It 
the second dividend 
Sword Book Club. That is, it is 


is 


given free to those who buy the _conference and by the advice and 


fifth, sixth, seventh. and 
selections (or any eight Book Club 
selections). It is very popular, 
bound in grey cloth, attractive 
jacket, price $1.50. By all means 
see that your pastor gets this 
book! Order from Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois, or from your 
book dealer. 
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NEW FAITH WORK! 


ESTABLISHING A NEW 
HOME FOR HOMELESS AND 


Register Now For 
Evangelist Confer- 
ence, July 7-10 


(Continued from Page 1) 


grounds, and some of them sev- 
eral miles away. 

This year things will be a little 
different in that we are to have 
exclusive use of the grounds, in- 
cluding all of the facilities. But 
with travel restrictions lifted, gas 
rationing a thing of the past, and 
a tremendously increased interest 
as a result of last year’s unusually 
successful conference, the prob- 


Mrs. W. A. Sunday as she brought 

greetings to THE SWORD OF 

THE LORD Conference on Evan- 
gelism last year. 


lem will probably be more acute 
than ever. So we advise all who 
can possibly do so to send in their 
reservations at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. Naturally, “first 
come, first served.” Those who 
register first will receive the best 
consideration so far as accommo- 
dations are concerned. 
pas- 
tors, as well as Christian leaders 
from all over America will be at- 
tending in large numbers, and if 
you are anxious to enjoy the rich 
blessings of this conference and 
to fellowship with these outstand- 
ing Christian leaders, you had 
better make your reservation im- 
mediately. 


This Year’s Conference to Be 
Great Than Last Year's 
Conference 


We say it humbly, but we be- 
lieve honestly, that this year’s con- 
ference will be a much greater 
conference in our opinion than 
last year’s. We realize that that 


is saying a great deal, but we feel 
that we are justified in so saying 


book of the | 


because we have profited greatly 
by the experience of last year’s 


suggestions that have been so gra- 
ciously and helpfully given. by 
many of our friends. 

The speakers for this year’s con- 
ference will include:. Dr. Hyman 
J. Appelman, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
popular Jewish evangelist; Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., founder and presi- 
dent of Bob Jones College, Cleve- 
land, Tennessee, and for many 
years one of America’s most popu- 
lar evangelists; Dr. John R. Rice, 
Wheaton, Illinois, editor of The 
Sword of the Lord, popular evan- 
gelist and Bible teacher: Dr. Joe 
Henry Hankins, Pine Bluff, Ar- 


| 
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and youth speaker; Dr. John Mac- 
Arthur, Glendale, California, na- 
tionally known evangelist, and 
formerly director of the Fuller 
Evangelistic Foundation; Dr. Tor- 
rey M. Johnson, president Youth 
For Christ, International; Rev. 
Jesse M. Hendley, pastor, Colonial 
Hills Baptist Church, East Point, 
Georgia, and Dr. Robert J. Wells, 
Wheaton, Illinois, evangelist and 
associate editor of The Sword of 
the & rd, Bible teacher and found- 
er of the Dallas Bible Institute. 

The music will be under the di- 
rection of Rev. E. E. Carnett, head 
of the music department, South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Registration Fee and 
Accommodation Rates 


The registration fee this year 
will have to be $2.00 for each 
adult, and accommodation rates 
are the same as last year, which 
are as follows: 


ACCOMMODATION. RATES 


Double 
Rooms Single Each 
Day (The Inn) ......$ 1.50 § 1.00 
Week (The Inn) ....... 7.75 5.50 
Day (Winona or 
Westminster 
Ti ea 1.75 1.25 
Week (Winona or 
Westminster 
I a cs 10.00 7.50 
With Running Water 
Day (The Inn) ........ 1.90 1.40 
Week (The Inn)...... 11.25 8.00 
Day (Winona or 
Westminster 
Hotels) niatniay “SR 1.75 
Week (Winona or 
Westminster 
ES 14.00 10.50 
With Connecting Bath 
Day (Winona or 
Westminster 3.00 2.25 
Week (Winona or 
Westminster ) . 19.00 13.00 
With Private Bath 
Day (Winona or 
Westminster ) * 3.35 2.60 
Week (Winona or 
Westminster ) cwce DODO 14.00 


With DeLuxe Private Bath 
Day (Winona or 


Ev: Westminster) ........ 4.00 3.00 
Papel | Week (Winona or 
17.50 


Westminster) ........ 25.00 


ee 
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Meals are served at the average 
rate of $2.00 per day. Special rates 
for families consisting of two 
adults and two children (two con« 
necting rooms) at The Inn ata 
rate of $19.00 per week, not in- 
cluding meals. The charge for 
children under twelve is 
one-half that of the regular rate 
for an adult. No charge will be 
made for infants. 


years 


We are trusting that all those 
who are planning to come to the 
conference will make their appli- 
cation for registration immediate- 
ly so that they will be assured of 
the privileges and blessings of this 
great conference. Please 
all communications to: Evangelist 
Robert J. Wells, conference direc- 
tor, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


address 


— SPECIAL PRICES — 


Write before you purchase 
Sound System, attic fan, radio, 
or most anything, giving all 
data. All inquiries answered. 


FORTUNE & Co. 
Sperry, Oklahoma 


pAmeriea’s Favorite — 


—— 


A 


TRACTS aed BOOKLETS 


«amous for their typographical exéellence and strik« 
ing messages. Goor News tracts anc booklets are ac« 


ceptable everywhere. 


Samples, prices on request. 


G&ood News MPubklishers 


322 Wes Washington 


A Non-Profit Organization Dedicated to the World- 
wide Distribution of Christian Literature. 


Courses: Bible, Miss..<#, 
Christian Education, The- 
ology, Evangelism, and 
Music. Aceredited tor 
veterans’ education. 
Hundreds of graduates in 
pastoral, missionary. and 
educational work. Mod- 
ern buildings—attractive 
campus — spiritual at- 
mosphere. Students from 
26 denominations. Write for 
catalog. 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dept. SL Fort Wayne 6, Indiana 


. Chicage 6, Hiinols 


Zr 
— ‘i. one 


9 Quality Features 

*More heart-warming, life- 
changing songs. 

*Many new songs, new arrange- 
ments or revivals—78 in all. 

*Helpful instrumental numbers 
for preludes, etc. 


*Strong Special Days section. 


You ll be amazed that 
a hymnbook can do so 
much forachurc 


h! 


o 

"LHE best investment we ever made,” 
writes one church. Another says, “A 
blessing to our members;” another, 
“Larger attendance.” Others say, “A real 
discovery,” “Service more spiritual.” 


Let your people feel the zeal of soul- 


nUMBER FOUR 


stirring revival which this great All- 
Purpose book is bringing to many 
churches. Mail coupon today. 


TABERNACLE HYMNS 


Contains the grand old hymns, and stirring new 
gospel songs. Emphasizes the great truths of God’s 
salvation plan. A book of spiritual dynamic... and 


NEGLECTED BOYS 


THE NEED IS URGENT! 


MANY BOYS BEING RUN 
FROM THEIR OWN HOMES 


The Apostle Paul tells us such parents 
are, “without natural affection.” 


SINGABILITY. Provides for an ordered service 
with responsive and unison readings embracing 
the whole year, special days and all occasions. 
You will be amazed and gratified at the beauty 
and richness of this Song book of the Nation that 
delights young and old, opens hearts and changes 
lives, 352 pages, 373 numbers . . . attractive green 
Cloth binding. Prices not prepaid only $60 a 100. 


BeBe Mtge ect egal ht th MTGE I AE 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
342-C6 


kansas, brilliant southern Baptist 
evangelist; Merv Rosell, Roches- 
ter, Minnesota, popular evangelist 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by 
Chapter 
By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 


*Topic index of Scripture read- 
ings —a new exclusive feature. 


*More detailed Topical Index 
of songs —95 headings. 


*Tweo binding 
and maroon. 
*Well-chosen Scripture readings 
*Complete low-priced orches- 


| 
| 
| 


colors — green 


—y 
i 


WITH 


HELP US TO REACH THESE BOYS trations 29 instruments. North Walier Avenue, Chicago 44, Miinois 
: THE GOSPEL AND GIVE THEM A For Sunday § Schools, . Our church intends to buy new hymn_ books. Please | 
; TOM CALKINS etsy ay ape ly Bible | Classes, Young send Free sample of ““Tabernacle Hymns Number Four. 


REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS 
NEEDED! 


People’s and Missionary 
Societies, Vacation Bible 
Schools, Prayer Meet- 
‘ings, and Home Study. 
Samples 15c; 4 grades 
50c; Complete set $2.40 


THE BIBLE STUDY 


2010 BRYAN ST. DALLAS 1, TEX. 


Name 


Superintendent 
' 


JOIN OUR $1.00 PER MO. CLUB—WRITE TO 


_ Pike’s Peak Academy for Boys, Inc., Monument, Colo. 


Jam O Pastor, 0 Supt., or 
h and . 


Denomination 
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“Father, Forgive Them; For They 
Know Not What They Do” 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


(Preached. on Radio CHOV, 
Pembroke, Ontario, Canada, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1946. Mechanically re- 
corded for The Sword of the 
Lord.) 


In Luke, chapter 23, I read 
verses 33 and 34: “And when they 
were come to the place, which is 
called Calvary, where they cruci- 
fied Him, and the malefactors, 
one on the right hand, and the 
other on the left. Then said Je- 
sus, Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do. And they 
ported his raiment, and cast lots.” 

Read verse 34 again: “Then said 
Jesus, Father, forgive them: for 
they know not what they do.” 
These were the startling words of 
the Saviour of the cross. 
you to think of them and get four 
lessons. 


Wonderful Mercy 


First of all, what wonderful 
mercy! I want you to think of Je- 
sus with His hair matted, with 
blood from the thorn wounds run- 
ning down His face, with the spit- 
tle dried on His face, with His 
beard plucked out, with His body 
and face so bruised that He hard- 
ly looked like a man (Isaiah 52- 
14 says He was. “marred more 
than any man”), with His nail- 
fast hands and feet spiked to the 
cross, with the cat-o’-nine-tails 
leaving its marks on His back and 
the blood running down on His 
legs while He was there, with His 
body stripped naked before the 
multitudes, with the soldiers gam- 
bling for His garments, with the 
people mocking Him while He 
prayed, “Father forgive them.” No 
one else knows anything about 
mercy and forgiveness like that. 
What infinite compassion and con- 
descension made it so the Lord 
Jesus wanted to forgive people 
who hated Him, lied about Him, 
beat Him, spit upon Him, cursed 
Him, and mocked Him while He 
died! What great love He showed 
in dying for them while they hat- 
ed Him! Jesus said, “Father, for- 
give them.” What tenderness of 
heart, what holy goodness in the 
Lord Jesus that He was willing to 
forgive, and prayed the Father to 
forgive, while He was on the cross! 


This Is Calvary’s Meaning 
The second thing to which I 


call your attention is that this was | 


the meaning of Calvary. Are you 
surprised that Jesus prayed the 
Father to forgive those poor sin- 
ners who nailed Him there? If 
Jesus could not forgive these, why 
should He die? If Jesus did not 
want them forgiven, He need not 
have died there. He could have 
put men out of the way. He is God 
incarnate. He is God in human 
form, He worked miracles. He did 
not have to allow Himself to be 
taken. He Himself said, ‘Nobody 
takes My life from me. If lay it 
down of Myself and I will take it 
up again.’ He plainly told Pilate, 
‘I could call for twelve legions of 
angels, twelve armies of angels, 
to defend Me if I wanted to.’ Je- 
sus did not have to die. If He 
were going to die at all on the 
cross, then of course He had to 
pray, “Father, forgive them.” 
That is what Calvery means, that 
is what the cross is for: the for- 
giveness of poor, dying sinners, 
the turning of hearts to God, the 
blotting out of sins. Jesus died 
that sinners might have mercy. 
When He said, “Father, forgive 
them,” He talked as He lived and 
as He died. His prayer on the 
cross was in harmony with the 
spilling of His blood, with the 
agony and with the torment of the 
cross. Of course Jesus had to say, 
“Forgive them.” That was the 
main purpose in His heart. That 
was what had driven Him to the 
cross. ‘Those few short, cryptic 
words are but the expression of 
the heart-love of the Saviour for 
a dying world. 
Then Anyone Can Be Saved 
And that leads me to the third 
point: If Jesus was willing to save 
those Pharisees who sat down and 
mocked Him, if Jesus was willing 


I want | 


| to save the soldiers who drove the 


nails through His hands and feet 
and stripped off His clothes and 
left Him naked that they might 
have His garment; if Jesus was 
willing to forgive the dying thief 
who cursed and raved as he was 
crucified beside Him—I say, if 
Jesus was ready to forgive them 
and wanted them saved, thank 
God any sinner can be saved. 


Aren't you glad that when Jesus.) 


died He said these words: “Father, 
forgive them?” If they were to be 
forgiven, so may we; sO may any 


sinner anywhere. I am glad~ the 
Lord was ready to forgive His | 
1) 


tormentors and His crucifiers. 
am glad that for them’ He died, 
for them He interceded, and for 


them He had mercy so that any-| 


body in the world can be saved. 


Only Insane Blindness 
Could Reject Christ 


In the fourth place, notice the 
Scripture says, “. .. they know 
not what they do.” The Lord Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them: for 
they know not what they do.” 
They did not know what they did. 
Do you think, lost man who hears 
me today, that you are in your 
right mind when you bow 
neck against your Creator; when 
you ignore and despise the Lord 
God who made you and gives you 
every breath and heartbeat: 
you reject God’s own Son, 
Himself in human form, the Sa- 
viour who died for you? Man, you 
are insane to turn down Jesus 
Christ. You are insane to go on 
without God, without forgiveness 
and salvation! 

The poor prodigal son down in 


the hogpen, with his money all. 


gone, with his friends forsaking 


him, with the gnawing of hunger | 


in his stomach (“He would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat’’), came to 
himself, the Scripture says. We 
are told in Luke 15:17-18: “And 
when he came to himself, he said 
...I1 will arise and go to my fath- 
er.” Oh, if we would only come 
to our senses! Men who turn down 
Christ are insane, blinded by their 
sins, deceived by Satan; they are 


out of their heads. They do not | 


know what they do. 

In Isaiah 1:18 the Scripture 
says: “Come now, and let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 


your | 


though they be red like crimson. 
they shall be as wool.” The Lord 
invites you to come and reason 
with Him. You are going to Hell 
because you never gave it an in- 
telligent thought. That is why 
you will not repent of your sins 
That is why you are not reveren‘ 
toward God. That is why you d: 
not ask for mercy. That is why 
you do not respect the crucifixion. 
That is why your heart is not oper 
to the wooing and pleading of th« 
Holy Spirit. You are not in you! 
right mind. You do not know what 
you are doing. How strange that 
poor, blinded, wicked men would 
go on in sin and risk their souls 
forever when they might well be 
forgiven, might well be saved. 
The Saviour was right when He 
said, “Father, forgive them: for 
they know not what they do.” 

I think the dear Seviour was in 
some sense interceding with His 
Father, as a-mother intercedes for 
her child. Mrs. Rice has sometimes 
said, when one of my girls did 
wrong, “Daddy, she is such a lit- 
tle girl and she won’t do it any 
more. I am sure she is sorry— 
aren’t you, honey?” Jesus said, 
‘Father, they don’t know what 
they are doing; have mercy on 
them and forgive them.’ 

Again I ask you who turn down 
Christ, “Are you in your right 
mind? Have you ever given it hon- 


est thought? Are you insane? Are 
you beside yourself that you do 


not care about your soul? Do you 
really think that you are no more 
than a brute beast and that when 


| you die that is the end? Don’t you 
know there is to be an eternity? 
How foolish, how thoughtless, how 
wee ‘blinded is anybody who ignores 


the truths. of eternity, of Heaven, 
of Hell, of salvation, of the blood 
of Christ! Jesus said, “They know 
not what they do.” 7 


Forgiveness Offered Must Be 
Accepted or Rejected 


I come to the final word. Here 
is forgiveness offered, but that is 
not all. Forgiveness offered is not 
forgiveness accepted. Have you 
taken the Lord Jesus as your Sav- 
iour? Have you said, “O, Father, 
take me today?” Have you said, 
“Jesus, if You want to forgive me, 


COMMENTS ON 


iB 


———_ | 


Dr. John R. Rice’s Books 


By Lola M. Bradshaw, Book Editor 


As usual, more of you have 
written in to say that you like 
Prayer — Asking and Receiving 
-han any other one book by Dr. 
Rice. That is principally because 
more of you have read this book. 
The other books you will like 
equally as well when you read 
them. 

A serviceman in Yokosuka, Ja- 


—— 


will be greatly benefited to have 
this Christian teaching. The price 
is only $2.00. There are 381 pages, 
22 chapters, a “Bible manual on 
the home.” 


The Ruin of a Christian is quite 
a popular book. A friend in South 
Carolina said: “I have just finish- 
ed reading your book, ‘The Ruin 
pan, wrote on January 24: of a Christian.’ It is a wonderful 

“Before leaving the States, 1| book, every chapter is so stirring 
was presented with your book on|... My pastor has asked to read 
*Prayer—Asking and Receiving.’| the book and when he is through 
God surely has spoken through) with it I intend to pass it around 
you in a mighty way, and through | to as many as I can.” A 16-year- 


its teaching I realized where I1/old boy wrote: “I have just fin- 
stood as a Christian. | ished reading your book, ‘The 

“Since I have surrendered my/}| Ruin of a Christian.’ You shall 
life wholly to God, I have exper-|never know how much it has 


ienced a mighty sweet fellowship 
with Him and have had the privil- 
ege of receiving many of His won- 
derful blessings. 

“Also my buddy read it and he 
too is living now a glorious Chris- 
tian life.” 

Mrs. of Texas said 
about this book: “It convicted me 
of the sin of lying and covetous- 


helped me.” 

The Ruin of a Christian is a 
book of twelve messages especial- 
ly to Christians, and you would 
find it well worth the $1.25 which 
it costs. Every Christian would 
profit by it. 

Another good, solid book for 
Christians is Twelve Tremendous 
ness. I repented and it is wonder- re about wnica @ arene 27 

coo | Washington state said: “Twelve 
full how God forgives. _ | Tremendous Themes is the most 

A friend in Coshockton, Ohio, | concise and definitely clear, and 
said, “It is so plainly written even 
children can understand it.” Mrs. 


convincing of any book I have 


ever had the privilege to read. It. 


of Fort Lewis, Washington, ‘is a heavenly gold mine. He sticks 
says, “It is worth its weight in 


close to God’s,Word, which gives 


gold. It is the best I ever read/jt the tremendous convincing 
and I want to pass it on to oth-| power.” (This book sells for 
ers.”” From Arkansas we have: “I $1.25.) 

have read it through several times “We would like to say that 
and think it is the best book I through Dr. Rice's writing we 


ever read outside of the Bible.” A 
minister in Wisconsin said, “As 
a pastor your book has been a 
source of blessing and opening 
my eyes to what God wants to do 
for His children. Now I am trying 
to give this new outlook to my 
church.” And from Louisiana a 
lady writes: “I want to tell you 
that it is the best book I have ever 
read. I got two of them in Janu- 
ary and have given them away 
and I must have another one. I 


have been led by God to rededi- 
cate our lives to Him and are try- 
ing to serve Him better than we 
have before. The books on ‘Pray- 


er’ and ‘Ruin of a Christian’ have 
been especially helpful 
/_The above was signed by a man 
,and his wife in Franklin, Massa- 
| chusetts. 


“4 


to ws. 


From Rochester, New York. a 


‘layman writes: “Dr. Rice’s books, 
‘Prayer — Asking and Receiving,’ 


I want You to forgive me. If You! have read it three times and I| ‘Twelve Tremendous Themes,’ and 
offer me mercy, I will take mercy. | find new help each time.” An Illi- | !h¢ Coming Kingdom of Christ,’ 
If You will give me salvation, I | nois lady writes: “Enclosed $7.50 | which I recently received and am 


will accept salvation?” I say, for-| 


giveness offered is one thing; for- 
giveness received is another thing. 
Have you yet opened your heart 
to Jesus? Have you yet taken the 
mercy freely offered? God- wants 
to forgive you. Jesus died to save 
you. The price has been paid. Now 
will you open your heart and trust 
the Saviour today? Will you let 
Jesus come in today? 


Miami Will Launch Baptist 
Association - Wide Revival 


March 17 - 


31, 1946 


Dr. John R. Rice, nationally known evangelist and editor of 
The Sword of the Lord, of Wheaton, Illinois, will be the 
evangelist at the meeting. 


By Rev. P. T. Taylor, member of the Committee on Publicity 
for the Campaign. 


Upward of fifty Baptist churches 
and missions, and their pastors 
serving them within the bounds 
of the Miami Baptist Association 
of missionary Baptist churches, 
have agreed to cooperate in a 
great city-wide and associational- 
wide evangelistic campaign for 
two weeks in March of this pres- 
ent year. 


Through much prayer and ear-. 


nest entreaty for divine guidance 
for the right man to lead in this 
great campaign, Dr. John R. Rice 
has been secured to do _ the 
preaching and to conduct the re- 
vival throughout. Dr. Rice is one 
of the foremost gospel preachers 
and evangelists in America today 
and has a rich storehouse of revi- 
val campaign experience behind 
him, having conducted some of the 
greatest revivals in the country 
during the past twenty-five years. 

Dr. Rice is the author of many 
books, and his publications are 
being read and praised all over 
America and the world. He is ‘the 
well-known author of the relig- 


ious weekly paper The Sword of 
the Lord, which is read_ each 
week by thousands and thousands 
of people in this and other coun- 
tries. He will be assisted in the 
great Miami campaign by some 
of his trained and. consecrated 
workers, who assist him in all of 
his wonderful meetings through- 
out the country. 

The meetings will be held in the 
City Auditorium in Bayfront Park 
which has been secured for the 
special campaign. The City Au- 
ditorium is the largest available 
building in the city and, through 
the earnest cooperation of all our 
workers in all our Baptist church- 
es, will be filled at each and every 
service throughout the campaign. 

While. it is a great campaign of 
revival effort launched by the 
Baptists of Miami and the Miami 
Baptist Association, it is not con- 
finéd to Baptists alone; for it is 
hoped that all Christian churches 
and peoples in the greater. Miami 


area and surrounding territory 


for five copies of the 
‘Prayer’ by Dr. John R. Rice. This 
is the best book ever written on 


prayer. A copy will go into the) 


homes of all my children.” 


If you have not had thi: k, | 
y 4 is boo ' bought so far are of the very best 


will you take the testimony of 
these friends from all over the 
nation and order one today at 
only $1.50? You may send it back 
and get your money refunded if 
you are not pleased with it. 

The book on THE HOME: 
Courtship, Marriage and Children 
is surely having a fine reception. 
Already most of the first edition 
is gone, and it is being reprinted 
so that it will be available to fill 
all the orders that are coming in 
for it. A young man said: “I wish 
this book could be put in the hands 
of every student and young per- 
son.” And a young lady wrote: “I 
have just finished reading your 
wonderful book, ‘The Home.’ ] 
have enjoyed it very, very much 
and it will be a great help to me 
in years to come, I am sure.” Not 
only should engaged couples, mar- 
ried people, parents, pastors, and 
advisors have this book, but the 
young people themselves before 
they have made _ their life plans 


will cooperate in the meetings, and 
a special invitation is extended to 
all our feKow Christians to at- 
tend the meetings and to enjoy 
the great services that will be con- 
ducted by this man of God, Dr. 
Rice, and his workers. 

In all the churches of the Miami 
Baptist Association, Dr. Rice’s 
paper, The Sword of the Lord, is 
being placed on Sunday as a fore- 
runner of the Rice campaign. Each 
week more than three thousand 
copies of this great religious week- 
ly are being distributed free of 
charge and the Miami campaign 
will be stressed from week to 
week. We urge all our people to 
read this paper in a great way, 
and after reading it, give it’ to 
your neighbor across the street 
and thus help us to advertise the 
Rice revival. 


‘God and to love and know 


—————e - —_ 


Linas on | Studying, have created a hunger 
for 
'straight - from «- the - shoulder 


more of the same kind of 
preaching.” From South Carolina: 
“IT wish to say that I find that all 


of your books which I have 


in Christian reading.” 

We want you to have the bless- 
ing of The Sword of the Lord pub- 
lications, too, and that is one rea- 
son we are telling you how they 
helped others to come closer to 
Him 
better. Dr. Rice has no other mo- 
tive in getting out his books. He 
has never received a penny from 
the sale of any of them and takes 
no royalty whatever. Write to 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 
West Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois, 
and get these books. We will be 
glad to send you a complete cata- 
log upon request. - 


GOSPEL TENTS 


Canvas stect bracea Tabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 


SMITH MFG. CO., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


— 


—s 


Please do not forget the date 
on which the big meeting begins, 
March the 17th is the opening day, 
and we appeal to all our people 
to make special arrangements to 
be present in al] of the services 
possible when the meetings begin. 
In the meantime, pray much for 
God’s great and holy Name to be 
honored.and glorified and that sal- 
vation will come to many hun- 
dreds of our people and that Miami 
will be stirred mightily for God. 

Mr. Saxe Adams, from the mu- 
sic faculty of Southwestern Bap- 
tist Seminary, at Fort Worth, Tex- 
as, will direct the choir of 250 
voices, 

We invite all who have souls to 
pray for Dr. Rice and his helpers 
and the Baptists of Miami, Flor- 
dia, as we make an earnest effort 
to win many souls for our Saviour. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Associate Editor 


ious service and said, “That was 
the greatest gospel sermon I have 


The Wells-Holmbo evangelistic 
party closed their seven weeks in 
southern California, with a great 


seven-day campaign in the First] est service we have had in the 
Baptist Church of Inglewood, of|}thirty years’ history of our 
which Brother Hermon S. Ray is! church.” 


the beloved pastor. 

Our hearts were made glad by a 
number of rather remarkable con- | Freeport District Youth 
versions and by the blessings of | for Christ, Freeport, Illinois. 
the Lord in many ways. We w an | Mar. 3-17, Calvary Baptist 
especially happy to have one 0 Church, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
the deacons from the Calv ary | Rev. R. A. Barth, Pastor. 
Baptist Church, of Whittier, where Mar. 24-Apr. 7, First 
we had recently closed a meeting, | Church. Mishawaka, Indiana, Rev. 


Pray for us as we go to the fol- 
lowing places: 
Mar. 2 


aes 


ever heard, and this is the great- | 


meeting held January 5th to 27th, d 


in Boise, Idaho. Six churches co- 
operated in the revival which was 
held in the only available audi- 
torium with a limited seating ca- 
pacity of three hundred. There 
were eighty-five professions of 
faith in response to the clear pre- 
sentation of the gospel. 


Good News from Hyman 
Appelman 


Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman 
writes of great blessings in two 
recent revivals conducted by him 
with the assistance of Homer 
Britton, gospel singer. The first 
was in the First Baptist Church of 
Sarasota, Florida, of which Dr. H. 
C. Wayman is the pastor; and the 
second, in the First Baptist Church 
of West Monroe, Louisiana, Dr. C. 
E. Autrey, pastor. In each of these 
meetings a spirit of revival pre- 


vailed, and there were many con- 


Baptist | 


come to tell us of the conv ersion | K. F. Dodson. Pastor 

of a man with whom we had dealt} “4. 99 Youth for Christ of 
prayerfully during our meeting! Grester Cleveland Cleveland, | 
there. He said, “I came all the| 5)... : “| 


way over here to tell you that I 
had the privilege of leading a man 
to Christ last Sunday night. He 
had attended the services regu- 
larly during your revival in our 
church and you had dealt with 
him personally, but at that time | 
he was as yet not ready to trust! 
the Saviour. After the meetings | 
were over, he kept thinking of 
your messages, and he read the 
little book on Heaven by Dr. Rice, 

and finally, being convicted of his | 
sins and his need for salvation, he | 
came to the service Sunday night 
to accept Christ as his pers eg father said, ‘If you ~-ingaged do that 
Saviour.” It is always a joy >| again, I'll kill you. 

know of the blessings of the re- tocked me in my room. 
vival that keep coming after the | morning he brought me a piece of | 
evangelist has left the field. 


One night during the campaign, 
one of the deacons from the First 
Baptist Church, of Compton, | 
where we had just closed a meet- | Senserinin. 
ing, came to the service bringing 
with him a friend whom he had 
been unable to bring during the 
Compton campaign. When the in- 
vitation was given, this friend was | 
the first to respond and to trust 
Christ as his Saviour. _How glad | 
we are that this deacon kept on 
inviting his friend even after the) 
revival services in his own church | 
were closed. 


Apr. 21-May 12, East Liverpool 
Ministerial Ass’n., East Liverpool, 
Ohio (a union campaign). 

May 18, Youth for Christ, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 


Barnard re- 
in a union 


Evangelist Rolfe 
Ports a real victory 


(Continued from page 2) 


locked the door again. 
'my room all day Friday and all 
| night Friday night. 


I cried all night long. 


I burst out and suc- 
ceeded in getting out of the house. 
I hid in a freight car all that day | 
and night. 
| pain, and afraid to go home. 
did not know what to do. 
| thought, 
_ church. 


: Was opened, 
; 


They will help- me.” 


versions and transfers of member- 
ship. 


God Is Blessing Evangelist 
Wunneburger 


Fine word has just come from | 
Evangelist 


Louis 
P. O. Box 510, Austin, Texas. 


Wunneburger, 
Re- 


cently released from the chap- 


laincy, his time is booked solid 


'up until April 28th in some good 


'Rolfe Barnard-in Boise, Idaho 


. worldiness 


Then he) | people. 
The next | _ they are all warmed up. 


churches. He reports many are 


+n reviv ed. 


EE 


has well nigh para- 
_lyzed the hearts of many of God’s 
But we can’t wait until 


I know that the lost do not go 


|bread and a glass of water and to church now. But we can’t wait 
I stayed in| 


until they start, if they ever will. 
I know that we live a busy life 


My back and | and that we are so busy being re- 
arms became festered and I grew ,ligious that we do not have time 


to win souls. But somebody must | 


The next morning they brought) take time or this generation will | 
me my breakfast. When the door | be in Hell before we get our lives | 


so ordered we can go after lost 
men. 


I know that we do not have 


I was hungry, in great | great revivals as Finney, Moody | 
I,' and others of bygone days had. | 
Then I| But we'can’t wait until God raises | 
I will go back to the! up others of their calibre. 


If we 


do, the souls around us will al- 


| Then she broke our hearts as she | ready be dead and in Hell. 


— 


Oh, for A Passion for Soins! 


|inducing her to sit down. 
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day, she was up early. She called 
on every business man in the little 
town. She urged them to “tar 
and feather” the preacher and run 
him out of town. The, business 
men listened to: her plea, but hap- 
pily for me, did not do what she 
asked. The next day, Saturday, 
she called from house to house, 
urging the women not to go to 
church Sunday night to hear the 
preacher preach, as she called it, 
a “lie.” 

Of course when Sunday night 
came, everybody was at church! 
They came to see-what would 
happen. The pastor and I had 
prayed much about the service 
and for the. woman. Neither of 
us could understand what the 
trouble was with her. 
my surprise, the good woman was 
in the service. 
the story of the rich man in Hell 


btgging for Lazarus to come and. 


Much to | 


That night I told | 


Our Readers Say— 


“, . . I have been taking The 
Sword of the Lord for eight 
months and I enjoy it better every 
day. It is so interesting until 
when I get started I want to read 
it from one side to the other with- 
out stopping, no matter how much 
work I have to do. I can’t com- 
mend your paper enough for 
words. Just cannot express the 
blessings I have received from 
reading it. .I have learned more 
about the Bible since I have been 
reading The Sword of the Lord 
than I have in all of my 17 years 
of Christian life, and I praise the 
Lord for it. I pray it will never 
stop ... 

Mrs. W. F. Varnadoe 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
* * * 


“ .. I have been reading The 


place his moistened finger on his|Sword of the Lord paper for al- 
tongue, to ease the torment of the | most a year now and I want you 


ffame! 
night. 


God gave souls to us that | 
The woman made no dem-| interesting paper I have ever read. 


to know that I think it is the most 


onstration. Monday, Tuesday and |I always look forward to Friday 
Wednesday nights came and went. | ‘for that is the day I most gen- 
The woman did not come back to erally receive my paper... 


the meeting. About midnight on | 
Wednesday, the pastor’s phone} 
rang. On the other end of the 
line was this woman. 


the pastor to bring me along and | lished therein 


being saved and God’s people be- | come over and help her. 


we got to her home, we found her 
walking up and down the.room, 
sobbing. Most of her hair was, 
gone. Her face was swollen from | 
weeping and from lack of sleep. 
Finally the pastor succeeded 


he asked her what he could do to’ 


help. He told her how 


_been distressed by her action and 


| how we had prayed for her. 
| great surprise, she said, 


| the boy was little. 
‘sent him to school. 


— 


In | 
“Pastor, | 
don’t you know what 
with me?” The pastor said no, 
but he had wondered how he 
could help her. 
story. I can repeat it nearly word 
for word. “Well, I thought every- 
body knew my trouble. 
one child. My husband died when 
I worked and 

I lived for 
him and worshipped him. He was 
a good boy. My pastor told me 
my boy needed to be saved and I 


| told him my boy was a good boy, 
| he 


had never done anything 
wrong, he was ali right. One day 
at noon I was standing on my 


he had | 


is -wrong | 


Then she told this | 


I just had | 


-. 


. Your paper has been such 
‘a great help to me many times, 


‘and I have learned so much, from 


When | 


in | = 
Then | 


She begged ithe sermons that have been pub- 


%? 


Mrs. Harry Preston 
New Diggings, Wisconsin. 


er 
FREE GOSPEL TRACTS 


To Soul-winners: I will send 

you free as many of either of 

the two-page, to-the-point gos- 

vel tracts named below as you 

can use praverfull 

(1) Where Will You Spend 
Eternitv? 

(2) Jesus Died for Your Sins. 

Mm. H,. DUNCAN 
= mt 5, Lubbock, Texas 
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a Aeabar tt a 
nol? ST BLE 
CONFERENCE 


Vacation Center For Those 
Who love wey Word 


I won- 


eer usi oy ~ I call 
e m c r e os ca 
tual tie pure ¢ pe 


you to s growth. 
Come to Maranatha this 10th 


manent <a year. A ow mp ll 
ogreme ures es s 
lene. Bother ones modations than 
1g weeks —June 23 to Sept. 2 
SPECIAL SCHOOLS 
MUSIC and ART: each with talented 


ever. 


said, “Oh, people, I came here this; [| tel] you, some of us have got. 
| morning so afraid and so sorry for | to face the fact that in this awful | 
myself! Then after awhile I be- day of apostasy, with the world | 
gan to listen to the preacher. I on fire, with men of little stature, 
forgot myself, I forgot my pain, I with satisfied Christians on every | 
forgot everything except what he! hand, with ease in Zion, with a'| 
Was saying. Oh, people, my father | thousand things that we could | 
_who whipped me is lost and going | wish were not at hand, we must! 


“The Greatest Day in the, 
Thirty Years of Our Church 
History” 

The closing Sunday of the cam- 
paign in Inglewood was a day of 
great blessing and victory when | 
God worked in a marvelous way. 


faculty; private lessons, class instruc 
tion... vocal, instrumental saiatine, 
sketching, ete. July 16 to August 10. 


JOURNALISM : courses fn Christian 

writing, directed by Editors of Sunday 
ne, Aug. 12 to 18. 

a 7 ean 10th co booklet. 


MARANATHA "BIBLE “CONFERENCE 


=e Sw —— Michigan 


porch waiting for my boy to come 
'to dinner. He always rode on a 
|pickup truck with some other 
| boys. As the truck came up to 
|our house, it slowed up, my son 
jumped out and started across the 
\highway. He did not look and a’ 
great freight truck swept by, 


I preached to a packed house three | to Hell! My mother who kicked! win men as they are, where they. eal 
" times with blessed results at each | | Se is lost! My brother who spat) are, with what ada we have, if aN — = and. acres | 

service, but the closing service/on me is lost! My sister who! they are to be saved from Hell. | we “ye? cream é bee: BOOKS By Doctor 

was the greatest of all. After! cursed me is lost! I never thought! 1 must not quit winning souls | P“*“®% ™™ UP m my arms. 58 2) Arthur I. vere 

preaching on: “The Greatest) about it before. I never heard | because I do not have revivals | tre4 gery. Paglia Bese: caway 


MIRACLES OF 
SCIENCE 


Just off the press! 


| brains leaked out on the sidewalk, 
|He was dead.” Then she began | 
'to sob again, but finally quieted 
down and continued: “My boy is 
in Hell now and I can’t stand it!” | 


Crime, the Greatest Failure, and 


the Greatest Triumph in the His | about Hell before. Won't you pray | like the revered Moody. I must| 


for my people. I don’t want them | win all I can. I say that if it gets | 
tory of the Human Race,” and tell- | to go to Hell.” ten times harder to win men than | 


ing about Christ's sacrifice on the | She forget about herself and it is now, we must still be about 


Cross of Calvary, we had the joy God gave her a passion for her! the business of winning souls. ’ | 

of seeing eight people come to} unsav od owed ‘anes: T caw that Reeds = pots Bi agmreygincacre tw} She said that when I announced 
Christ for salvation. One of these | stiff, formal church revolutionized | death will not wait. Their toll | 2, WoW Preach on Hell, it was 
was a man for whom they had/ by the testimony of that girl. I) still will be numbered day by day like a knife plunged into her heart. 
been praying for about nine years.| never heard such praying. I saw My heart cries out to you, oh, for She said, “1 wanted to stop him | 
In one of the morning prayer) the pastor baptize the whole fam-'! a " passion Gon | uemnlel  Whinteroale from preaching on Hell. You know | 
meetings when his name had been | ily at the close of the meeting. I | others may do, let us cry out to — I did,” she said to the pas-_ 
suggested for prayer, the pastor | tell-you, we need to face the fact! God for broken, bleeding hearts|‘°T Tem she said, “I went to. 
said, “Why, it would take a mir-/ that people are lest and need to! and power to win souls. _churech Sunday night and heard 
acle to save him. It seems that | be saved. God give us a passion the sermon. Then I came home | 
he is a hopeless case.” But in spite | for souls! The Mother Who Heard Her ,2™4 went to bed but could not | 


This new book contains 
39 lectures on scientific 
matter and_ spiritual 
things, in Dr. Brown’s 
unusual manner of treat- 
ment. These lectures 
were given over various 
radio stations, including 
WMBI, Moody Bible fim 
Institute of Chicago. ™ 

Remember, 39 lectures! Cloth only, $2.00. 


FOOTPRINTS OF GOD 


of our lack of faith, he was the | But finally, as we face our need | 
very first one to respond to the | for a passion for souls, it will help’ 
invitation, coming forward and} us to realize that if they are to be 
embracing the pastor as he wept, | saved from Hell we must 


confessing his sins, and trusting | 
‘IV. Win Them in This Life in_ 


Christ as his Saviour. 
Immediately following this, a_ Spite of Unfavorable 
Conditions 


man for whom prayer had been | 
made for over three years came | 


forward to accept Christ as his! while they are alive. 


Mer do not! not left. 


vival in a cowtown in Texas. 
|remember that on a Thursday 


| Bible Hell.” 


| that night, I went out of the build- 
People have to be won to Christ + 


Son Cry from Hell 


Some years ago I was in a re- 
I 


night I announced that Sunday 
hight I would preach on “The 
After the service 


ing. But I noticed the people had 
They were standing 


personal Saviour. He, too, had 
been a very difficult case, and both 
of these men were the husbands 
of women who had been saved 
and who were members of the 
church and had been praying for 
their husbands’ salvation for many 
years. It seemed that one of the 
special features of this campaign 
was the conversion of a number of 
husbands whose wives had been 
earnestly and faithfully - crying 
unto God for their salvation. The 
pastor was most gracious in his 
words as he stood before the con- 


gregation at the close of this glor- 


get saved in Heaven; they get about listening to and watching a 
saved on the earth. We cannot dear old white haired woman. 
wait until the world gets in a bet- | This poor soul was scfeaming and 
ter shape or the churches are re- ‘ranting at the preacher. As she 
vived. People die every day and _ walked up agd down the church- 
death is the door to Heaven or) | yard, she -was saying that I was a 
Hell. | false prophet, and ought to be run 

I know that modernism = has| out of town. She said that there 
swept the land. But we can’t wait; was no Hell, that a good God 
until we have put all the modern-| would not send anybody to Hell. 
ists out of the pulpits of our land.| She said that I should not be al- 

I know many fundamentalists | lowed to preach on Hell and scare 
use the alibi that the days of mass| people. She was in agony of soul. 
evangelism are over. But we can’t| After awhile the people began to 
wait until we straighten them out.| leave and finally the good woman 

I know that the icy hand of| went home. The next day, Fri- 


ee 


, sleep. 
from Hell, ‘Mother bring me some 
water!” She said, “I have not 
been able to sleep since Sunday 
night. I am going crazy. I hear 
my boy crying from Hell and I 
can’t help him.” 


We did our best to comfort her. 
I suppose she did not actually 
hear her boy cry from Hell, but 
she thought she did. She was 
alive on earth with a boy in Hell. 
She could have given him living 
water while he was alive, but she 
did not. Now it was too late. Her 
portion now was grief and heart- 
break. I told her story the next 
night in the meeting. I begged 
the people to win their loved ones 
and friends while they could. 


And I close this message with 
the same plea to you. In God’s 
name, for souls’ sake, let us pay 
the price for a passion for souls. 
Let us win them now. It is now 
or never. 


I heard my boy crying! 


byway by Charles 
M. Stine. This is a really 
wonderful book — one 
of Dr. Brown's best, and 
should be in every home 
and every library in 
America. Ten chapters 
covering several sub- 
h as Matter, 


Cloth, $1.50. 
GOD AND YOU 
Wonders of the Human Body 
A book of thirteen chap- 


ters taking up numerous 
—_ and phases of the hu- 
; and showing 
om wonderfully man was 
made by the All-wise De- 
signer, Cloth, $1.25. 


Also send for catalog 


Fundamental Truth Publishers 
Findlay, Obie 
Dept. SL 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Book Club Offers ... 


(Continued from page 3) 


ions of these trusted Christian 
leaders. No book is ever consid- 
ered which does not meet the very 
exacting requirements of both 
Sword of the Lord Publishers and 
our Board of Judges. Any book 
recommended by the Sword Book 
Club will be, without a question, 
thoroughly sound in the faith and 
of a high literary standard. 

4. You can reject any book you 
do not want. Members of the 
Sword Book Club are not obli- 
gated to accept every monthly 
selection. It is their privilege, 
after _reading the reviews by our 
judges in the Sword Book Club 
News, to reject any book they do 
not see fit to receive. They agree 
only to buy a minimum of four 
monthly selections per year. A 
standard rejection slip. is sent to 
each member along with the 
monthly News, and this rejection 
slip may be sent to the Sword 
Book Club office requesting that 
the monthly selection not be sent 
to that particular member, or that 
some other substitute book of the 
member’s choice be sent in its 
place. Those who want the month- 
ly selection simply do not send 
the rejection slip in to the Sword 
Book Club office, and so, auto- 
matically receive the monthly 
selection. This saves the time and 
inconvenience of ordering these 
great books which practically all 
serious-minded, earnest Christians 
would normally want to own. 


How You Can Become a 
Member 
Surely, many who 
this article and are not already 
members of the Sword Book Club 
will want to take advantage of 
becoming a member without de- 
lay. All you need to do is to sim- 
ply fill in the following Applica- 
tion for Membership Form, agree- 
ing to purchase four monthly 
selections within the following 
year; check the free premium book 
you desire to have; indicate the 
monthly selection or selections 
with which you wish to begin; 
sign your name and address, and 
enclose the cost of the monthly 
selection or selections you desire, 
and mail immediately to the 
Sword Book Club Office at Whea- 
ton, Illinois. You will then be 
promptly enrolled as an active 
member of the Club, will receive 
your first monthly selection, mem- 
bership card, and free premium 
book, and will automatically be- 
gin to receive the monthly Sword 
Book Club News. We trust that 
we may have the privilege of wel- 
coming many of you to the mem- 
bership, of what many believe to 
be “America’s Outstanding Chris- 
tian Book Club.” 


Application for Membership 


SWORD BOOK CLUB 

214 W. Wesley Street 

Wheaton, Illinois Dept. S38 
Please enroll me as a member and 
send me the free premium I have 
checked below: 

[] Prayer, Asking and Receiving. 


[] The Coming Kingdom of 
Christ. 
_) What’s the Answer? 


[] The Theory of Evolution and 
the Facts of Science. 

Enclosed please find $... i 

for the monthly selection/s I have 

checked below: 


[3 Therefore Stand...... seveee- 0.00 
[] Miracles of Science............ $2.00 
[] Mystery of Mar Saba........ $2.00 
(] Three Goforth Books........$3.00 


(You may purchase as many as 
you like and each one counts to- 
ward the free book dividend.) 

For every four monthly book 
selections I purchase from the 
Club, I am to receive, free, the 
current book dividend then being 
distributed. I agree to purchase 
at least four monthly book selec- 
tions from the Club each full year 
I am a member, and I-may can- 
cel my subscription to the Book 
Club any time after purchasing 
four such books from the Club. 


Name 


“ser 


(Please print plainly) 
Address 


Ph elist (with Billy aungey ie, for yeers) 
Postal District May we manage, sell. ineure, ap = p you | to beex become a ef Bible 
: esta 0 
City No. (Ifany) ....-.. Pree ee Market St. TUMILD EVANGEL, Dept. A 
State : 5 Philadelphia 39, Pa. Box 162, Chicago 90, Il. 
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Who Cares If A Sinner 
Goes To Hell? 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, God has 
done everything that is possible 
for a loving God to do, to keep 
men out of Hell. But if they will 
not repent of their sins, if they 


will not heed the call of God, then. 


there is nothing left for God to do 
but to send them, with their sins, 
to Hell. 


Yes, God is: good or. He would 
never have given us Jesus. “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” Many times unsaved 
people feel that nobody cares 
when they are neglected, some- 
times by the people of God; when 
they are beaten down by Satan: 
when they become discouraged 
and many times broken by sin, 
nobody has sought them out, they 
sometimes feel, as David felt 
when he said, “I looked on my 
right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me: 
refuge failed me; no man cared 
for my soul” (Psa. 142-4). 
there is an unsaved person here 
tonight, I say to you that there 


But if | 


= —— 


are many more people who care | 


than you realize. Oh, 
are saved could look on the rec- 
ords of Heaven and see how many 
people prayed for us before we 


| were saved! If we could just know 


among the people of God 
have read | 


if we who| 
into the world and His primary | 


that which satisfieth not? naarhen 
diligently unto me, and eat ye 
that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness” 
(Isa. 55:1-2). Oh, how the heart 
of the heavenly Father yearns 
over a lost world! How he pleads! 
How He draws! How He calls! Yes, 
God cares. And none of the re- 
deemed of God will ever know 
how much God cares until we are 
home with Him one day. 


The Holy Spirit Cares 


Then listen to another call. The | 


Holy Spirit, the blessed third per- | 


son of the Trinity, cares. “And 
the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come”—the last invitation in the 
Bible. Jesus is speaking to the) 
Apostle John and He seems to be 
saying, “Before you close the | 
book, John, let’s make one more! 
call, and in this last call, we are | 
going to put everything in it. Let! 
the Holy Spirit say, Come, for that. 
is His business in the world.” 
Jesus said, 
Spirit] is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin,-and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment” 
16:8). 
in the infinite wisdom 
of God, He sent the Holy Spirit 
purpose is to convict the world of 
sin and fo call sinners unto re- 


pentance. 


how | 


many there are who care, hands | 


went up all over this congrega- 
tion awhile ago, saying, “Some- 
body is on my heart.” 


God the Father Cares Who 
Goes to Hell 


But above all of that, I want you 


to see tonight some others who| work in a lost world and in the | 
care, and I put at the head of the hearts of sinners.’ 


list God the Father. 


Let me stop here 
to say this: 


long enough 


'promise of the Holy Spirit and 


stated His mission of convicting | 


the world of sin, of righteousness 


and of judgment, He preceded that 


statement by saying, 


‘When the 
Spirit is come unto you (the peo- 


ple of God) then He will do this 


some men count slackness; but is | work of convicting a lost world, in | 


longsuffering to us-ward, 


ng not | order for the Holy Spirit to woo | 
willing that any should perish, | and draw a lost world to God, first | 


but that all should come to re-|fre must have a channel through 


pentence. 

Hear the call of God even in the 
Garden of Eden. Read how the 
first sinning parents hid them- 
selves behind the trees in the gar- 
den and how God comes down 
from Heaven and walks through 
the garden, calling, “Adam! 
Adam! where are thou?” Look 
through the pages of the Old Tes- 
tament—to say nothing of the New 
—and you will be astounded at 
how many times you hear the call 
of God to a lost world. Someone 
has said the invitation and the 
plea and the call of God to a lost 
world occurs more than _ 1900 
times in the pages of this blessed 
Book. What does it mean? It 
means that God is not willing that 
any should go to Hell. “As I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wick- 
ed; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live.” Then He said, 
“Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die?” Again 
we hear Him saying, “All day 
long have I stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people” (Rom. 10:21). 
And again, “Look unto me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none 
else” (Isa. 45:22). Listen again, 
“T.et the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 
55:7). And again, “Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the wa- 
ters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is 
not bread? and your labour for 


“Doing Service as Unto 
the Lord” 
IS THE PRAYERFUL AIM OF 
H. S$. DUNLAP SONS 


Realtors—“The Busy Office” 


which He can work. And that 
channel is the redeemed of God 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. Jesus said in John 6:44, “No 
man can come to me, except the 


Father which hath sent me draw | 


him.” 


That drawing power is the Holy | 
But oh, as childen of God, | 
think of the responsibility that | 


Spirit. 


rests upon me and upon you, that 
He cannot draw except as He has 


channels through which to work | 
But | 
the Holy Spirit is here. He is call-| 


when He has come upon us. 


ing. He is knocking at the door. 
of lost souls. He is wooing, plead- | 
ing. In every way that the Holy | 


Spirit can approach a heart, 
does it. 

Many of us have had this ex- 
perience. 
wandering away 


wake suddenly in the wee hours | 
We don’t know why. | 


of the night. 
We cannot go back to sleep. And 
in the stillness of the night we 
begin to think. We begin to ask | 
ourselves the question, “What is it 
all about? Where am I going from 
here? What about my relation- 
ship to God?” And maybe we try 
to’dismiss it from our minds, but 
it keeps hammering away at our 
hearts. What is it? It is the 
blessed Holy Spirit reaching for a 
soul. Or maybe you have sat by 
mother’s bedside as she went out 
to be with God. A wayward-son 
or daughter was there, and mother 
looked up through those dimming 
eyes to say, “Son, meet mother in 
Heaven,” or “Daughter, meet 
mother in Heaven.” Oh, how it 
gripped your heart! What was it? 
The Holy Spirit knocking, knock- 


Every teacher and parent should 
ave 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME 
UNTO ME” 
By Frances Louise Bennett 
116 aaaed, 30 complete Bible stories. 
Fundamental. Easy to teach an- 


ow , SP s pioneer child evan- 


PAGE SEVEN 


ing at your hearts’ door. Maybe 
you sat in a service such as this. 
The preacher was preaching or 
the people were singing. Some- 
thing got hold of your heart. The 
still small voice said, “I ought to 
get right with God. I ought to 
quit the way I have been going. 
I ought to turn away from this.” 
Something grappled at your heart- 
strings that day. The Holy Spirit, 
oh, how He cares! He is not will- 
ing that any should perish, but He 
is doing His utmost, with every 
means that He can lay His hand 
on, to try to stop that soul in its 


“When he [the Holy | 


(John | 
In the mercy, in the grace, | 


and plan | 


When Jesus made that | 


It scares me) 
Listen to the | when I read that statement for it 
words of Peter: “The Lord is not| means that in order for the Holy | 
slack concerning his promise, as|Spirit to do that indispensable | 


He | | 


When we are in sin or | 
from God, we) 


downward plunge and turn those 
feet in the Heavenward way. 


| God’s Son Cares 


Then there is the Son of God. 
, Listen: “Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and 
| I will give you rest.” If you read 
>| the account of the three years’ 
ministry of our Lord and read the 
words which fell from His lips, as 
| recorded in the four gospels, you 
.could never doubt how Jesus 
,cares. Look at Him as He sat on 
| the curb of Jacob’s well that day, 
tured and hungry. A _ broken, 
| wretched, filthy, degraded sinner 
woman comes that why, and so 
| anxious is the Lord to reach that 
soul with salvation that He forgets 
all about His physical appetite and 


— 


_the fatigue of His tired body. And 
when His disciples retur n with the | 
food that they bought at a nearby 
village and offer Him to eat, He 
| Says, ‘I am not hungry.’ 
astonished because they knew how 
hungry He was before they left 
and so tired that He 
walk up to the village with them. 
| They say, ‘Has 
Him something to eat?’ Jesus an- 
swers, 
you know not of.” 
a soul with such earnestness, with 
such love, with such compassion 


He lost His hunger for food. 


morning in the temple when the 


Pharisees drag a poor unfortunate 


woman out to expose her in her 
shame, in her sin. Jesus stoops 
down and writes on the ground 
with His finger. After awhile 
when her accusers are all gone, 
Jesus looks at her and says, “Wo- 


/man, where are those thine ac- 


cusers? hath no man condemned 


thee?” She answers, “No man, 
Lord.” Then Jesus says, “Neither 
do I. Go, and sin no more.” Men 
said “stone her”; Jesus said “save 


her.” 

Yes, so much does the Lord care 
that He left Heaven’s glory, emp- 
tied Himself and became of no- 


reputation, took upon Himself the 
form of a servant and became 
obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Yes, He went 
all the way to Calvary and there 
shed the last drop of His blood, 
there dipped His soul in Hell, 
there made His soul an offering 
for sin, that many might be saved. 
So great was His love, so much 
did He care that even in the midst 
of His agony He could look down 
from the cross upon those who 
were crucifying Him and those 
who were railing upon Him and 
mocking and jeering Him and 
pray for them, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34). 


Yes, so much was His concern 


| that He could forget all about His 


own suffering to answer the heart- 
broken cry of a dying thief on the 


cross by His side and to say to 


They are | 


, be with Me in paradise” 
,| 23:43). 
could not | 


someone given | 


“I have meat to eat that! 
He went after | 


that in the intensity of that hour 


Look at Him again in the early | 


that poor soul, “To day shalt thou 
(Luke 
Oh, my friends, if you go to 
Hell, you will go over the great- 
est love this world has ever 
known; you go to Hell in spite of 
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the greatest effort that has ever 
been made in this universe, rela- 
tive to anything God had anything 
to do with, that is, God's effort 
through Jesus Christ to reach a 
lost world. 


The Lost in Hell Care 

Then not only does God the 
Father, God the Holy Spirit, and 
God the blessed Son care, but 
listen, did you know the lost in 
Hell care? You may be surprised 
to hear me say this, but when 
Jesus told that story of the rich 
man in Hell, Jesus told us about 
his cry for mercy. And when he 
was informed that he was beyond 
reach of mercy, now his next cry 
was, “I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to 
my father’s house: For I have five 
brothers; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.” Abraham said, 
“They have Moses and the proph- 
ets; let them hear them.” But this 
man was not satisfied with that: 
‘Nay, father Abraham: but if one 
went unto them from the dead, 
and told them about Hell, surely 
they will repent. Won’t you let 
Lazarus go and tell them to repent 
of their sins and not to come to 
this place?’ 

If the lost in Hell could speak 
tonight while I am preaching, I 
think they would be saying, 
“Preacher, stop them some way! 
Preacher, warn them some how! 
Preacher, tell them not to come to 


this place!”’ Yes, my friends, every 
soul in Hel tonight is interested | 
in the salvation of the lost upon 
the earth. 


The Saved in Glory Care 


But more than that; the saved 
in glory care. Listen to Jesus’ 
precious words: “Likewise, I say 
unto you, there is joy in the pres- 


ence of the angels of God over one 

sinner that repeneth.” 

Arkansas we used to sing a song, 
“There is joy among the angels.” 


songs that are unscriptural and 
we do not realize it. We sing, 
“Will there be any stars in 
my crown?” 
How many of you ever sang that 
song? Did you know that that is 


Down 1M) jooking down upon us. All around 


| down upon us.’ 
But you know we sing a lot of | 


one of the most unscriptural and 
misleading songs ever written? 
Bless your heart. The Bible does 
not say anything about stars in| 
anybody’s crown. In fact, there 
will be mighty few people who 
will have even a crown. Not all 
the saved will wear a crown. We 
sing, 
“We shall wear a crown in 
the new Jerusalem.” 
But you read your Bible. 
this song, 
“There is joy among the 
angels” 


But 


is very unscriptural. Jesus did 
not say anything about joy among 
angels, but He said, “There is joy 
in the presence of the angels.” 
Now I am sure that the angels, in 
a measure, do rejoice but the an- 
gels do not know how to rejoice 
when a sinner is saved because 
they have never been lost. They 
do not know what it is to be lost. 
The angels are ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister to those who 
are saved, and their dealings are 
with saved people. But there is 
a crowd yonder in glory who 
know what it means to be lost and 
know how to rejoice when a sin- 
ner comes home to God. They are 
the redeemed of God who have 
trod the way before us, who have 
been saved and have gone on to 
glory. You say, “Do they know 
what is going on down here on 
the earth?” With all my heart I 
believe that they do. If that isn’t 
se, what did Paul mean in the 
twelfth chapter of Hebrews in 
that opening verse? After he has 
called the roll of the heroes of 
faith in the eleventh chapter, 
starting with Abel, he comes clear 
across the centuries, telling how 
the Lord by faith stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the vio- 
lence of fire, how they lived and 
fought and suffered; then he said, 
“Seeing we also are compassed 
about [or completely surrounded] 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience 


the race that is set before us.” The 
whole figure is of a Roman arena 
and we who are here now are 
down here on the race course. 
And the race set out before us 
means the marked out path into 
which the runner is to stay or be 
disqualified. The Roman g@rena 
was’a complete circle with the 
course down in the middle. And 
in the grandstands, all around 
it, tier upon tier are the spectators. 
Paul said that we are completely 
surrounded by a veritable cloud 
of spectators, those who have 
gone before, and they are looking 
down upon us. Do you know, 
that makes the business of serving 
the Lord the most romantic thing 
in all the world to me. I tell you 
the greatest thing in this world, 
when I preach the gospel and 
stand in this pulpit or when I 
plead with a sinner to give his 
heart to Christ is to be conscious 
that I am linked up with the plan 
of the ages and I have just taken 
up where those who ran the race 
before me laid down, and they are 
looking down upon me as I con- 
tinue in the task they laid down. 


I used to be number four man 
in the relay race, the hardest place 
on the team. Why? Because if 
number one fails, it throws num- 
ber two and number three behind 
and it throws number four behind. 
If number two fails to make up 
what number one lost, then num- 
ber three is handicapped and 
number four has to make up for 


_all three in front of him. Each 


man makes the race around the 
course and passes an article that 
he holds in his hand to the next; 
the next man grabs it and away 
he goes. One day somebody laid 
down a task he had been doing for 
God. Somebody finished the 
course and I have taken it up, and 
I am making another lap in the 
race. Now Paul said, “They are | 
us, like a cloud, they are looking 
Oh, what an in- 
centive for us to do our dead level 
best for God! 


On the tenth day of December 
my mother went home to Heaven. 
How she loved to hear her boy 
preach! Naturally she thought I 
was the greatest preacher in the 
world. She would get up from her 
sick bed any time to hear me 
preach. For the last ten years of 
her life she was sick so much of 
the time, but when I was in reach 
of her, she never missed a sermon 
that I preached. Now I think 
every time I get in the pulpit to 
preach she hears every word. Oh, 
that thought thrills me through 
and through! The saints of the 
ages are looking down upon us. 
There is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God when a sinner is 
saved. 


You know, that crowd of spec- 
tators are not only looking down 
upon us, but they are pulling for 
us! I used ta play football. There 
is my college crowd out yonder in 
the grandstand and they begin to 
yell, “We want a touchdown! We 
want a touchdown!” Oh brother, 
it just thrills you from your toes 
to the top of your head as they 
yell for their team, as they pull 
for us out yonder. That made you 
do your dead level best, giving 
every ounce of energy you had. 
And when I think how that crowd 
is pulling for us, how interested 
they are in the salvation of sin- 
ners, I tell you, the greatest thing 
in this world is to be a Christian. 
The most glorious thing on earth 
is to have a part in God’s business. 
No wonder David said, “I had 
rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness” (Psa. 
84:10). Brother, there is no little 
job for God. There is no little job 
in the service of the Lord. It is 
the biggest thing that anybody 
ever put his hands to.. 


One day when I was in my 
study, a man knocked at my door. 
I bade him come in. Nervously 
he asked me for help. That was 
in the days of the depression. 
“This is the first time in my life I 
have ever had to ask for help,” he 
said. I think I am a pretty good 
judge of people. I think I can 
tell when a person is on the level. 
Immediately I felt this man was 


sincere. I reached in my pocket, 


| 


and I helped him. I gave him 
what he asked. When he started 
out I said, “I am doing this for 
you in the name of Jesus, my 
Lord.” 

That man stopped dead _ still, 
turned around, looked at me, and 
he said, “That is the first time 
anybody ever said anything like 
that to me in my life.” 

Tears were welling up in his 
eyes. And I asked, “Are you a 
Christian?” 

Then the tears began streaming 
down his face. “No, sir. But you 
never saw anybody in your life 
that wanted to be any more than 
I do.” He said, “Five years ago 
my precious mother died and as I 
sat by her bedside and held her 
hand, the last words she said 
were, ‘Jake, promise me that you 
will meet me in Heaven.’ I prom- 
ised her that I would. Preacher, 
for five years I have been doing 
everything I know to be saved. I 
have mourned over my sins; I 
have prayed, cried and begged 
God to save me. I have done 
everything I know, but somehow 
it seems I can’t be saved.” 


I said, “Listen fellow, God sent 
you here today to answer that 
mother’s prayer. Sit down here 
and I can tell you how to be 
saved.” 

He sat down, I took my Bible, 
and showed him the simple, beau- 
tiful plan of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. “Now,” I said, “get down 
on your knees and let’s pray.” I 
got down beside him, put my arm 
around him, he slipped his arm 
around me, and in just a few 
minutes he began to pray aloud. 
I waited until he had finished 
praying, then I prayed. And there 
on our knees he confessed his sins 
to God. I said, “Tell the Lord you 
will trust Him and that you will 
receive by faith His promise that 
‘to aS many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.’ ” 


He said, “Lord Jesus, the best 
I know how, I am receiving you 
by faith.” 

When he said that, 
both arms around me 
“Oh, preacher, 
saved!” 

When he started out, he turned 
around, took me by the hand and 
said, “Listen preacher, I may nev- 
er see you again in this world, 
and I don’t know how to thank 
you for what you have done for 
me. But I want to tell you some- 
thing; when you get to Heaven 
my old mother up there will know 
how to thank you!” 


I said, “Fellow, did you know 
that right now your mother is 
leading the shouting in glory?” 
Yes, there is joy in Heaven over 
one sinner who repents. 


He is not willing that any 
should perish. Listen! If you are 
lost today, let me remind you 
again, God is calling you with all 
of the heart of-.a loving God. The 
Holy Spirit, the third person of 
the Trinity, is seeking, calling, 
knocking, wooing, convicting, and 
trying to lead you into salvation 
in Jesus Christ. The blessed Son 
of God who died on Calvary’s 
cross is still standing over a lost 
world with outstretched arms as 
He did over Jerusalem, and many 
times I think I can all but see the 
tears again raining down His 
blessed cheeks as He says to a lost. 
world, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” 


The Devil Alone Wants You 
to Go to Hell 

The lost in Hell are saying to 
lost souls here, “Don’t come to this 
place.” The saved in glory are 
pulling for your salvation tonight. 

The truth of the matter is, there 
is but one being in the universe 
that wants you to go to Hell and 
that is the devil. And if you go 
to Hell, it .will be because you 
listened to him, turned down all 


he threw 
and said, 
it is done! I am 
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these others, and ignored all these 
other calls and all these other 
pleas from loving hearts in Heav- 
en and on earth. You will go to 
Hell in spite of all that they all 


cgi do. Oh, my friend, don’t 
listen to the devil. Don’t go to 
Hell. 

Yonder in Little Rock one 


morning a man sat on the back 
pew in the church. He had been 
coming to the service for a long 
time. I knew he was under con- 
viction and I knew that he want- 
ed to be saved. So that morning 
when he failed to respond to the 
call, I went back at the close of 
the service, took him by the hand 
and I said, “Jerry, why didn’t you 
come this morning?” 

He stood there trembling, 
“Brother Hankins, I don’t know. 
I can’t describe to you what goes 
on inside of me when you make 
the call. It seems my heart will 
just pound out of my bosom. I 
want to come. It seems something 
pulls. me so that I just must come. 
Then when I start, it seems as if 
a heavy hand grabs me and just 
holds me in my tracks.” 

“Well,” I said, “Jerry, don’t you 
know what that is?” 

He said, “What is it?” 

I said, “That pull at your heart’s 
string so that that heart of yours 
almost pounds out of your bosom, 
that something that grapples with 
your heart until you can hardly 
resist running down the aisles— 
that is God trying to draw you by 
the Holy Spirit, through the gos- 
pel and the prayers of God’s peo- 
ple unto salvation. Do you know 
what the heavy hand is, Jerry?” 

He said, “I guess it is the devil.” 

I said, “Jerry, you don’t have 
to guess. When that conflict is 
taking place in your soul, it is the 
battle of one of the greatest forces 
in the universe for that soul of 
yours. The devil knows that the 
minute you break loose and turn 
to Christ you are lost to him for- 
ever and he is not going to give 
you up until he has to. The trou- 
ble with you, Jerry, is that you 
have been listening to the devil 
instead of listening to Christ.” 


He looked up at me, reached 
over, took me by the hand and 
said, “Brother Hankins, I have 
listened to the devil for the last 
time. I am coming to Jesus!” 

My friend, if you go to .Hell, it 
will be because you listened to the 
devil. He is the only one in the 
universe that wants you to go to 
Hell. 


Bow your heads for a moment. 
How many of you here tonight 
can say, “I know I am saved’’? 
Lift your hand right now. God 
bless you. 


Our Father, there are some here 
tonight who could not lift a hand. 
May the Holy Spirit have right- 
of-way even though that one 
might be in the church. Lord, 


there are many unsaved people in 
the church. The devil side-track- 
ed them before they got to the 
cross, before they got to the blood. 
Back yonder the Holy Spirit may 
have spoken to their hearts and 
they longed for salvation; but the 
devil deceived them and would 
not let them go all the way to Cal- 
vary but gave them a substitute 
of church membership and of good 
works or something else. They 
never knew that peace and they 
cannot say tonight, “I know I am 
saved.” Blessed Lord, if there are 
such here tonight, speak to their 
hearts. If there are some here to- 
night who have never opened the 
door of their heart to Christ, oh, 
knock again! Knock again! Holy 
Spirit, knock again. Maybe this 
time they will open the door for 
Jesus’ sake, 


Surely you who read this care 
if you yourself go to Hell. Won't 
you today repent of your sins and 
trust Christ to save you? He says, 
“Let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 
He says, “Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). Will you come today trust- 
ing Him? If so, sign the follow- 
ing decision, copy it and send it to 
me. We will tell Brother Hankins 
about it and all of us will rejoice 
together. And I, the editor, will 
write you a letter of counsel and 
encouragement. 


My Decision for Chrisi 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have just read Dr. Hankins’ 
great sermon, Who Cares if a Sin- 
ner Goes to Hell? I realize that 
only my worst enemy, Satan, 
wants me to go to Hell and that it 
would be wicked to ignore all 
those who love me and want me 
to be saved, I, too, care whether 
or not I go to Hell. I want to be 
saved. So here and now I repent 
of my sins. I now ask the dear 
Lord Jesus to forgive my sins and 
come into my heart and save me. 
I believe that He does now receive 
me and make me God’s child. 
With all my heart I surrender to 
and depend upon Him to take me 
to Heaven. Please tell Brother 
Hankins that his sermon helped 
me to turn from my sins to Christ 
today. By God’s help, I set out to 
live for Jesus and serve Him from 
this day forth. Please send me a 
letter of encouragement = and 
counsel. 
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